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M.R.C.V.S., Professor of Surgery and Obstetrics, Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


Over a year ago | came across a horse, slaughtered for 
food purposes at the Scottish Zoological Park, whose verte- 
bral column, as far as the thoracic bodies were concerned, 
was completely ankylosed and showed varying knob-like 
exostoses projecting into the thoracic cavity. 

A portion of the thoracic part of the | ertebral column 
was obtained and boiled and is placed before you as the 
starting point of my growing interest in clinical aspects 
of osteo-arthritis, or perhaps it would be better to say 
ostitis and arthritis, as it affects the vertebral column 
(specimen exhibited). I have no intention of going into 
detail of the patholegy of osteo-arthritis in this short paper, 
though it will be necessary for me to try and correlate 
clinical signs and pathological findings. 

From September last I have taken every opportunity of 
examining horse careases, more particularly the thoracic 
and lumbar regions, and the specimens laid out illustrate 
the diversity of pathological changes occurring in the 
vertebral column. 

The total number of horses destroyed at the Zoo from 
September to April inclusive was 116, and I have, from 
33 of these horses, obtained some portion or other of the 
vertebral column showing osteo-arthritic changes. 

These horses were all aged and therefore the proportion 
of affected specimens is no doubt unusually high, but 
nevertheless shows that the condition under discussion is 
quite common. 

It was impossible to make a complete investigation of 
the whole vertebral column, even if time permitted, as 
the carcases were required for food purpeses, so at first 
I started collecting specimens of vertebral column from the 
portion of the carcase where deviations from the normal 
are easily discovered, vis., from the 6th to 16th Thoracic 
Vertebra, as here the bodies have only a covering of 
pleura on each side, : 

From the frequency with which specimens were obtained 
in this region in September, I was led to believe that the 
Lumbar Vertebra, with their more complicated articulations 
associated with the transverse processes of the 4th, 5th 
and 6th., would in all probability show similar changes. 

Remembering that the Lumbo-Sacral plexus of nerves 
was formed by the ventral roots of the 4th, 5th and 6th 
Lumbar and Ist and 2nd Sacral nerves, and that the 
ventral intervertebral foramina, by which the first three 


of these roots emerge, were in close proximity to joints 


* Presented to the Scottish Metropolitan Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Blairgowrie, on June 22nd, 1929. 


medially and laterally, it struck me that the nerves 
emerging from these foramina were peculiarly liable to 
suffer from the effects of osteo-arthritic change if these 
neighbouring joints should ever be affected. 

From this deduction | began to wonder if the conditions 
shivering and stringhalt might be explained in this way. 

It so happened that about this time a shiverer came to 
my notice which I managed to get the Zoo to buy for 
slaughter and I thus got an opportunity of testing the hypo- 
thesis I had formulated. (See Case 1 below.) 

I am still waiting for an opportunity to examine a siring- 
halt case post-mortem, though I will give you the history 
of a case which is suggestive of a causal lesion in the lum- 
bar region. 

The conditions known as jinked or sprained back, grunt- 
ing and broken wind I am also going to discuss briefly, 
but I fear you will think I am skating on very thin ice 
in some of my arguments. 


SHIVERING, 
Case 1. 

History.—A heavy draught gelding, about 16 years old 
and in somewhat poor condition, came under treatment on 
account of a large superficial burn on the near thigh, but 
as the area would have taken a long time to heal and the 
horse was a marked shiverer in the off hind leg, destruc- 
tion was advised. 


Post-mortem examination.—The carcase when hung up 
revealed little wrong with the thoracic vertebra. On re- 
moval of the sub-lumbar muscles a large rounded spherical 
exostosis about 2 in. in diameter was found on the left side, 
i.e. on the opposite side to that in which clonic spasms of 
the thigh muscles had been noticed, whereas at first glance 
the other half of the vertebrae appeared normal. More 
careful dissection, however, showed that the ventral inter- 
vertebral foramen between the 4th and 5th Lumbar 
Vertebre on the right sfde was markedly diminished 
compared with the other side which had the large exos- 
tosis and that the ventral! root of the 4th Lumbar nerve 
was definitely compressed by the osteo-arthritie change. 
Case 2. 

History.—An aged heavy draught gelding was sent by 
a firm of brewers for destruction on account of old age, 
and the slaughterman, whom I had instructed to be on 
the look out for horses showing signs of shivering — or 
stringhalt, informed me that this particular horse had 
been noticed to catch up his near hind leg when moved in 
the stall. 

I was able to get in touch with the driver, who had 
driven the horse during the last ten years, and this is the 
further history gleaned. 

The horse was 23 years old and he said that for the 
last ten years the horse had been ‘ nerved *’ in the off 
hind leg and about a year ago signs of similar trouble 
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commenced in the near hind leg. The animal became so 
bad lately that at times he would catch up the leg and 
almost fall over. ; 

For some time there had been considerable difficulty 
in backing. 

No respiratory trouble had ever been apparent. 
Post-mortem examination, 

(a) QOsteo-arthritis of the costo-vertebral articulations 
was easily seen on inspection of the thoracic part of the 
spine owing to the marked lipping of the joint margins. 
These articulations, I find, are a very good guide in de- 
termining the likelihood of osteo-arthritic change  else- 
where in the body. 

(b) <A very distinctive feature on viewing the carcase 
was the pale salmon-coloured appearance of the 6th in- 
tercostal space on the left side; all other spaces were of 
a normal reddish brown colour. The pale appearance of 
this particular space was due to atrophy of the intercostal 
muscles, and on examination of the vertebral extremity of 
the space I found that it was filled by osteo-arthritic over- 
growth from the two adjacent costo-vertebral articulations 
completely bridging the space and so involving the inter- 
costal nerve supplying the intercostal muscles. (Specimen 
exhibited.) 

This appears to me to be an excellent example of how 
osteo-arthritis may produce remote effects on muscles even 
to the point of complete paralysis. 

No other intercostal space showed such a large osteo- 
arthritic change as this one. 

(c) Lumbar Vertebra. (Specimen exhibited.)—This 
horse possessed no inter-transverse articulations between 
the 4th and Sth vertebra. 

The most obvious bony change was a rounded bony boss 
uniting the transverse processes of the 4th and 5th on the 
left side, 

The inter-transverse articulations between the 5th and 
6th on both sides showed lipping with encroachment upon 
the ventral intervertebral foramina. 

The bodies of the vertebra on either side of the articu- 
lations between the 3rd and 4th and the 4th and 5th bulged 
externally so that the depression on either side of the body 
of the 4th vertebrae was deeper than normal. 

Examination of the floor of the vertebral canal showed 
corresponding slight encroachment on the canal, from osteo- 
arthritic change of the adjacent ends of the bodies of, the 
4th and Sth. The vein lying at the side of the dorsal longi- 
tudinal ligament on the right side above the 5th vertebra 
was only about 1 5th the normal diameter. 

The general impression gained from consideration of 
the lumbar region as a whole was that the 5th vertebra 
had been the chief sufferer in the chronic changes, appear- 
ing as if it had had a slight twist on a longitudinal axis 
running through the centre of the body. 

The variety of changes in the vertebral column makes it 
it difficult to point to any particular site as the cause of 
the signs shown during life. 


SHIVERING AND GRUNTING. 


Case 3. 

History.—An aged light draught gelding was sent for 
destruction with the report that he was a very definite 
shiverer. When seen by me just before destruction no 
signs of this could be detected, but I found that the horse 


was an extraordinarily marked grunter whenever a feint 
was made to strike him. 

The horse walked and trotted quite well and though 
one might call him a little stiff, was not lame. 
Post-mortem. (Specimens exhibited.) 

(a) Well-marked osteo-arthritis of the costo-vertebral 
articulations with excellent examples of lipping of the 
articular margins and corresponding stretching of the 
joint capsules. 

(b) The bodies of the thoracic vertebra from the 6th 
backwards on either side of the intervertebral junctions 
appeared to be more prominent than usual. Disarticu- 
lation of the 7th and 8th vertebra showed the nucleus 
pulposus of the intervertebral disc completely absorbed and 
the bone on the opposing surfaces of the bodies quite bare, 
only a limited amount of the fibrous ring remaining of 
the intervertebral disc. 

The frayed edges of the dise undergoing absorption 
were brownish in colour, giving the impression of an 
active process of necrosis. Succeeding intervertebral discs 
behind this showed diminishing stages of absorption. 

(c) Lumbar Vertebra. Large exostoses encroaching 
upon the adjacent intervertebral foramina arise from the 
neighbourhoood of the articulation of the bodies of the 4th 
and 5th vertebrae. 

The ventral intervertebral foramen between the 5th and 
Gth on the right side was much smaller than on the left, 
from an exostosis arising from the intertransverse articu- 
lation. 

(d) There was marked extravasation of blood between 
the fibres of the 6th Lumbar Nerve on both sides, well seen 
in this nerve before leaving the vertebral canal. (Spinal 
cord exhibited.) 

STRINGHALT. 


I have no post-mortem specimens connected with a known 
case of stringhalt, but the following detailed history ob- 
tained about a case I met last summer is, from the point 
of view of the subject under discussion, very suggestive. 

The subject, which first came under my notice in June, 
1928, was a show yard jumper gelding about 14 years old, 
with definite stringhalt in the near hind leg. In February, 
1927, the horse was first noticed lifting the near hind leg. 
The horse had never been overworked and, going back as 
far as 1919, there was no history of an_accident. Shortly 
after the stringhalt was noticed the horse was put into 
training and it was found that the fitter the horse got the 
more rapidly worse he became, until at times he almost 
touched his body with his foot. 

In the spring of 1924 the owner first noticed that the horse 
was tender over the loins, more particularly on the near 
side, and would flinch when mounted. 

As time: went on the horse became more tender, and 
flinched when a brush was passed over the loins.on the near 
side and dropped his back badly when mounted, though he 
gave no evidence of pain afterwards. 

The tenderness over the loins disappeared last summer, 
by coincidence, shortly after I did a Peroneal Tenotomy on 
the near leg. ' 

It may be of interest to state, in passing, that the opera- 
tion led to a slight improvement for a short time but the 
condition was soon as bad as ever. 

My latest information is that the horse shows stringhalt 
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much worse on the off leg than the near when in the stable, 
but is perfectly normal when out. 

The horse is still jumping, but I am looking forward 
some day to a more intimate investigation of this animal’s 
vertebral column. 


JINKED Back."’ SPRAINED Back. 
Case 4. 

I refer to the condition closely allied to shivering, where 
an animal has difficulty insbacking and tends to sway in 
his hind quarters as though there were a partial paralysis. 
Time will not permit me to give details of the post-mortem 
findings in such a case, but a specimen is laid out for in- 
spection, the most interesting point being the almost com- 
plete obliteration of the 5th ventral intervertebral foramen. 
(Specimen exhibited.) 

Lumbar Vertebre showing minor encroachments on fora- 
mina.—The cases with which I have already dealt show gross 
changes of the vertebral column associated with clinical 
signs and it seemed obvious that there must be many 
animals whose vertebra are affected with osteo-arthritis 
which, if examined, would show lesser degrees of patho- 
logical change not likely to cause clinical signs. 

I have picked out a series of specimens which I think 
illustrate this point. (Specimens of lumbar vertebrae from 
four horses exhibited.) 

Evidence that osteo-arthritis of the vertebral column is 
only a local sign of a more general osteo-arthritic involve- 
ment of the skeleton.—| strongly suspect that any animal 
showing clinical evidence of chronic osteo-arthritic trouble, 
such as ringbones, sidebones, pedal ostitis, bone spavin, 
bog spavin, navicular disease, gonitis, etc., will show in 
a large proportion of cases, if not in all, some degree of 
similar trouble somewhere in the vertebral column. A 
sufficient number of cases has not been examined from 
this point of view for me ta be dogmatic, but I have placed 
alongside vertebral lesions evidence in support of this con- 
tention, (Specimens exhibited.) 

Discussion. 

I think you must all agree, from the figures given and 
specimens exhibited, that osteo-arthritis affecting the ver- 
tebral column is not only fairly common, in old horses at 
any rate, but also that the lesions are very variable. A 
pure pathological study of the specimens wouid have beer 
very interesting, but my object has been to try and connect 
up clinical signs of some conditions the etiology of which is 
unknown, with gross pathological findings. 

This investigation is obviously very incompleie without 
considerably more evidence, especially from young animals, 
and I must confess that my main object in putting forward 
my views is to gain your help to obtain such animals for 
further study. 

Stringhalt and Shivering. 

The cause of the conditions ** Stringhalt ’ 
ing ’’ was last investigated in this country, as far as I 
can gather, by McCall (1) who had the spinal cord and 
brain examined for degenerations in a case of each, but 
nothing abnormal was found. 

My contention is that shivering and stringhalt are merely 
signs: of osteo-arthritis affecting the vertebral column and 
that the varying site of muscular spasm depends upon the 
nerve roots implicated. The greater frequency of signs of 
these two conditions occurring in the hind limbs depends 


and ** Shiver- 


upon the peculiar anatomica! relationship ef the  inter- 
vertebral foramina associated with the iast 3 Lumbar 
nerves which help to form the Lumbo-Sacral piexus. 

In the early stages of the osteo-arthritic change no 
clinical signs are noticeable, then later some irritation of 
nerve roots develops and the signs of shivering, and to a 
less extent stringhalt, gradually increase in frequency. 

In the worst cases the blood supply to the spinal cord 
may be interfered with, producing a congestion of the 
cord, and this would account for the terminal paraplegia 
sometimes met with in shiverers. 

So far no microscopical examination of nerve roots or 
spinal cord has been carried out to see if there is any de- 
generation of nerve fibres associated with the suspected 
factor of osteo-arthritis. 


Grunting. 

The clinical sign of grunting in a horse has aroused 
great diversity of opinion among veterinary surgeons 
as to what significance should be placed upon it in 
the examination of horses for soundness, and as yet no 
physical basis has been determined. I put forward, for 
further investigation, the suggestion that it may be due in 
a number of cases to chronic osteo-arthritis affecting the 
articulations between the vertebral extremity of the ribs 
and the vertebral column and that grunting in such is 
merely an expression of pain in these joints on the part 
of the horse, due to sudden fixation of the chest when an 
examiner feints to strike the animal. 

Of all joints in horses affected with osteo-arthritis these 
stand out pre-eminently as the most commonly affected, 
which is not to be wondered at, seeing that they are joints 
which are never at rest so long as the animal is alive. 


Broken Wind. 

The last condition I wish to pass in review, as possibly 
being due occasionally to osteo-arthritis of the vertebral 
column, is “* broken wind.’’ I have no evidence from an 
actual case to go upon, but on looking through a_ store 
of old bones recently I found this specimen (exhibited)—a 
portion of thoracic spine completely ankylosed, and to it 
are also ankylosed certain ribs. 

In such a horse I take it that the movements of the 
chest wall were nil and that the ribs had become fixed at 
the position of maximum extent of expansion of the chest. 

As a result of this the lungs would not be so efficiently 
emptied and overstretching of the alveoli of the lungs would 
follow exertion. It is easy to understand also on this basis 
the abnormal abdominal breathing characteristic of this 
condition, 

If some or all of the various conditions d have passed in 
review should prove after further study to have close con- 
nection with osteo-arthritis, it should be remembered that 
they will merely be added links to the growing apprecia- 
tion of the fact that the majority of diseases scheduled 
under the Horse Breeding Act, and many outside it, are 
merely local manifestations of a general disease affecting 
the joints and bones of horses, the pathology of which is 
common to all. 

The etiology of osteo-arthritis affecting the bones and 
joints of the limbs has led to such argument in the past 
that I would feign have stirred your minds by throwing 
doubt upon many of the cherished ideas of heredity em- 
bodied in the Horse Breeding Act. 
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1 will contcat imyscii by saying that just as nurture and 
environment will do much to cony-rt a nation from C3 to 
Al, so also | think they will repay greater consideration in 
the reduction of osteo-arthritis among horses. 

Reference. 

(1) Stringhalt and ‘‘ Shivering.’’ By J. R. McCall. 
Proceedings of the 28th General Meeting of the National 
Veterinary Association, London, 1910. 

Discussion. 

Mr. T. M. INGuits opened the discussion. He said he 
wished to thank Professor Mitchell for his admirable address 
and for the trouble he had taken in preparing it and bring- 
ing such a representative collection of pathological speci- 
mens to support his claims. 

The first thing that struck him was that it was highly 
essential that they should attempt to follow through to a 
detailed post-mortem more of these bony conditions in 
horses which they were usually content to condemn and then 
lose all interest in. He thought that the theory was not 
new, for he remembered that William Williams recorded 
two cases of exostosis of the ileum causing stringhalt and 
that several Continental workers had also associated bony 
diseases with the well-known nervous condition of shiver- 
ing. He thought, however, that the address was most 
stimulating and desired to express his thanks to Professor 
Mitchell. 

Mr. McLaren said that he had come to learn from others 
rather than to contribute, but that he must obey the ruling 
of the President, who had asked him to speak. He had 
listened with great interest to the address and was indebted 
for having the subject opened up. He _ thought that 
though it only dealt with one aspect, it bespoke a 
lot of labour to have collected the facts and brought the 
specimens to show them. He had an idea, however, that due 
allowance must be made for coincidence before importance 
could always be attached to bony lesions. 

It was a simple fact, to his mind, that stringhalt was 
always hereditary. It might be present before the working 
Stage was reached, and in his opinion it often was. To 
establish the relationship of the existence of bony lesions 
in young horses with stringhalt would need much more in- 
vestigation before the matter was settled. He also desired 
to thank Professor Mitchell for his paper. 

Mr. A. CUMMING said that he had run across a number 
of cases in which old horses had developed shivering when 
not expected to do so. For this he could not suggest a 
reason. He would be pleased, however, to send such 
specimens as he could collect, for further examination. 

The first difficulty was that shivering in young horses 
of three to four years old was very serious and he thought 
that it was always hereditary. He could not understand 
how to attribute these cases to the effect of bony lesions ; at 
the same time he thought there was a possibility that, in 
their early stages, they might have something to do with 
shivering. He thought the investigation was promising, but 
he could not see how the inheritance of shivering could be 
explained by bony lesions, unless it was that the sire or 
the dam transmitted to their offspring a tendency to the 
formation of bony deposit in the vertebra. 

Mr. Ropson also wished to thank Professor Mitchell 
for his very interesting address. He thought one of their 
greatest difficulties was to be able to detect the beginning of 
these cases of bony new growth in young horses which might 
be seen lame one day and sound the next. He also would 
have great pleasure in co-operating in the collection of 
specimens and he hoped to hear of the continuance of 
Professor Mitchell's investigation. 

Mr. McVean added his thanks to that of the others who 
had spoken. There were, in his opinion, a large number 
of three to four-year-old horses which developed shivering 
for no apparent reason at the time they were put to work 
or shortly after, and he also had difficulty in understanding 
how these cases should be attributed to bony lesions. He 
was determined, however, to attempt elucidation by making 
more post-mortem examinations himself. 


He thought that the possibility of ‘* broken wind *’ being 

due to exostosis of the heads of ribs, was interesting. Ma 
animals were put out to graze and were brought up again 
with ‘* broken wind ”’ shortly afterwards. He could not 
think that in this short period there would be time for the 
development of bony lesions. He leaned to the opinion 
that “ broken wind ’’ had a good deal to do with the 
alimentary canal. 
. Dr. Dryerre thought that an investigation of the in- 
fluence of the nerves on the growth of bone might throw 
some light on this subject. It might be coincidence, but 
there was a basis of fact in that, by irritating a mixed 
spinal nerve, osteo-arthritis could be induced in young 
animals. He thought that fibrous tissue might give rise 
to shivering and that after it had existed for some time 
fibrous tissue might ossify, giving a bony enlargement. 
He believed that good environment might improve the 
quality of bone in the case of rheumatism in man. The 
cause was usually referred to as intestinal toxamia, and 
some toxins had been demonstrated which would irritate 
bone. Robson found a_ ferment in irritated bone areas 
which appeared to remove calcium from the blood and 
the reaction of the tissue at the site of irritation appeared 
to have some relationship with the food consumed. 

Professor Linton said he would like to ask some ques- 
tions. Firstly, he thought that shivering and_ allied 
diseases were not necessarily hereditary. He would ask, 
were they transmitted by the female germ cell or 
were they transmitted by the milk of the dam? Secondly, 
were they more common in Scotland than in England 
because brood mares in Scotland were not fed so well as 
they were in England? Thirdly, were bone diseases ever 
known in Shetland, Welsh or Exmoor ponies? Fourthly, 
could those conditions be produced artificially? 

Mr. Ropertson thought that the address had opened 
up a new aspect. To his mind, one of the most important 
questions was, if ‘* broken wind "’ is due to bony lesions, 
how does it come about that changes in feeding will either 
aggravate or alleviate the condition? This was a well- 
known clinical fact made use of both by livestock owners 
and veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. NaiRN thought that these were mainly diseases of 
the improved breeds in which nurture and hygiene had been 
of a high quality. He could not understand why good con- 
ditions could not prevent these diseases. He was not 
sure, but he thought that on some of the best limestone 
grazing they had a large amount of shivering. He knew 
that certain stallions left more shivering horses behind them 
than others. He did not believe that shivering was trans- 
mitted, but he thought a vulnerability was transmitted. It 
might be that bony lesions were more the effect than the 
cause of some of these other associated conditions. Any 
part of the body which was constantly irritated would 
commence to deposit calcium. He would like to ask if 
Professor Mitchell thought that osteo-arthritis began early, 
because most certainly shiverering mostly commenced in 
youth ; it was not so common for it to commence in old age. 

Mr. Stinson, Mr. Biount and others also spoke. 


Tue Repvy. 

Professor MITCHELL said that he was aware of the state- 
ment of Williams in connection with exostosis of the ilium 
as being a possible cause of shivering and admitted that 
nerve irritation might quite well occasionally occur in 
this way. 

As far as inheritance was concerned, he was strongly 
inclined to doubt the view that the many osteo-arthritic 
conditions were hereditary, but as the connection between 
stringhalt and shivering and osteo-arthritis required further 
a judgment would have to be reserved regarding 
them. 

He thought that thére “was a close relationship between 
many of the various troubles affecting the horse, and that 
there was some common underlying etiological factor as 
yet unrecognised. He recalled how foals might develop 
joint ill and in some cases died quickly, some lingered on 
and ultimately died, whereas others might partially or 
completely recover. 
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Then again, cases were met of foals developing chronic 
synovial distensions of joints (bog spavin) and tendon 
sheaths (wind galls) without lameness or apparent general 
disturbance of health; most remained permanently, but 
sometimes spontaneous recoveries occurred. Later in life 
these animals might develop splints, spavins, ringbones, 
sidebones, etc., and to those he wanted to add stringhalt, 
shivering and the other conditions mentioned in his paper. 

He directed attention to the possible importance of vita- 
min deficiency being the unknown factor, pointing out that 
according to tables quoted [Report on the present state of 
knowledge of Accessory Food Factors (Vitamins). Medical 
Research Council, Special Report Series, No. 38, 1927. 
London, H.M. Stationery Office] a ration of oats and hay, 
the staple and often only ration of horses, from experi- 
mental evidence, was deficient in Vitamin C. 

In support of this suspicion, mention was made of a 
recent monograph (Studies on Scurvy. By A. W. Meyer 
and L. M. McCormack of Stanford Uiriversity, California, 
1928) where guinea-pigs fed on alfalfa hay, rolled barley, 
and water in abundance developed marked nervous mani- 
festations and permanent as well as temporary locomotor 
disabilities. Among the many changes observed were 
marked degenerative changes in cartilages, bones, teeth, 
muscles, many glandular organs, blood vessels and also 
the central, peripheral and sympathetic nervous systems. 

This diet was conclusively proved to be deficient in Vita- 
min C, as recoveries followed when affected animals were 
given tomato juice subcutaneously or fed on tender lettuce 
leaves, both rich in Vitamin C. 

If guinea-pigs could suffer in this way from a lack of 
Vitamin C, why not horses fed very similarly? 

The question of altered methods of feeding relieving 
broken wind he thought was explained by the fact that 
anything which would diminish abdominal distension would 
relieve the abdominal muscles and diaphragm of so much 
extra work in expiration. 

Royat VETERINARY COLLEGE. 

The Royal Veterinary College announcement in our 
advertisement pages discloses the fact that a well-wisher 
of the College offers £100 to the General Expenses Fund 
of the institution on condition that five others will give an 
equivalent sum, and that three have already come forward. 
helping the cause will stimulate old students to ensure 
that not, only two, Sut many others will follow their 
generous example. 


In the House of Commons on January 21st, Captain 
Crookshank asked the Minister of Agriculture if he could 
make any statement regarding the report on the Royal 
Veterinary College. Mr. Buxton replied: I am fully aware 
of the need for urgency in this matter, and discussions 
between the Government departments and other bodies 
concerned are being pressed forward. I am not in a 
position to make any further statement on this subject, but 
the hon. Member may rest assured that a decision will be 
reached and made public as soon as possible. 


To Cart. F. J. Sueepy. 

A recent issue of the ** Tanganyika Times "’ (British East 
Africa) contains the following :— 

** Dar-es-Salaam is soon to lose two of its popular 
citizens in Captain and Mrs. Sheedy. Captain F. J. 
Sheedy, M.B.£., Deputy Director of Veterinary Services, 
has earned well-merited promotion to the D.V.S.-ship of 
Malaya, and he and Mrs. Sheedy leave Dar-es-Salaam on 
January 5th by the ** Llangibby Castle *’ for a short leave 
in England, prior to his taking up his duties in Malaya. 
Captain Sheedy has spent 16 years in East Africa, of which 
13} years have been in Tanganyika territory, and we have 
no doubt that the severance of his interests here will not 
be accomplished without a big wrench. They will be much 
misséd in social circles, and numerous are the good wishes 
which go with them.” 

Captain Sheedy is eldest son of Mr. Thomas Sheedy, 
Fairview, Cork. 


Post-parturient Dyspepsia.* 
By Hucu C. Watson, M.R.c.v.s., Strathconon, Ross-shire. 


At the outset, I would inform you that I am an inex- 
perienced practitioner thirsting for information, and when 
asked to read a short paper before this meeting, I 
decided on the subject of Post-parturient Dyspepsia, not 
because | am an authority on the condition, but rather 
that I should like to increase my knowledge of it. A 
more suitable title might have been “tA Type of Post- 
parturient Dyspepsia,”’ as I propose to deal mainly with 
the form of the disease which I know. I have tried to 
make myself acquainted with all the information available 
on the subject, and I am greatly indebted to Professor 
Pool, of the Moredun Institute, and his librarian for sup- 
plying me with literature from the library of the Animal 
Diseases Research Association. Literature bearing directly 
on the subject appears to be scanty, but I am hopeful that 
the recording of your views put forward to-day will make 
a valuable addition thereto. 

DeFInition.—I would define the condition I intend to 
discuss as a disease of the post-parturient cow, characterised 
by a progressive wasting and constipation, accompanied 
by the presence of an excessive amount of acetone in the 
bodily secretions and excretions. 

SynonyMs.—There are various names for the condition, 
the commonest being ‘ Post-partum Dyspepsia,’’ or 
Post-parturient Dyspepsia.’’ Others are ‘ Deferred 
Milk Fever and ‘* Retention of the Lochia.’’ In the 
West of Scotland a common name for the disease is 
“ Staw,’’ while Mr. Lainé, in the Veterinary Journal, 
describes a condition in cows in Guernsey which he terms 


” 


“Low Fever ’’ or Slow Fever, 


” 


the symptoms being 
The most 
recent term for the disease is *‘Acetonemia”’; it is so-called 
in the latest edition of Hutyra and Marek. 
there is no general homely term for the disease, as it re- 


similar to those of post-parturient dyspepsia. 
I regret that 


quires courage to tell the average farmer that his cow is 
afflicted with Post-parturient Dyspepsia’’ or ‘* Acetonemia.”’ 
OccuRRENCE.—Only the bovine species is affected. The 
disease usually occurs from two to eight weeks after 
calving, but most commonly between the second and fourth 
week. It occurs, as far ag 1 am aware, only in cows 
which at the time are in the house, and it is common to 
find that a cow which is once affected is susceptible to 
another attack at a subsequent parturition. In this district 
it appears to be most prevalent in byres where cows are 
kept in small numbers; it is uncommon tw find it in large 
dairy farms. I have not experienced the disease in heifers, 
and whether or not certain breeds are more susceptible 
than others is a point on which I invite information, 
Ettotocy.—The actual cause is not known, but one 
has only to consult Hutyra and Marek’s latest edition to 
find that a sound knowledge of physiology is all that is 
required to bring forth an abundance of theories all equally 
sound and incontrovertible but totally different. Recently 
Messrs. Hudson, of Retford, and Stinson, of Appleby, 
have expressed their respective views on the cause of the 
disease ; the former supports the theory that in the uterus 


* Presented to the Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Blairgowrie, on June 22nd, 
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is to be found the origin of the trouble, while Mr. Stinson 
puts forward a theory analogous to that of Messrs, Dryerre 
and Greig in connection with milk fever. He observes that 
the turning point in cases which recover coincides with 
the cessation of milk secretion; he believes that something 
—probably calcium—is being drained from the body in 
the milk, and that when the milk secretion—and con- 
sequently the loss of calcium—ceases, the patient begins 
to recover. In my experience this falling off in the milk 
secretion ,is a gradual process, resultant on the bodily 
health becoming more and more impaired ;° if the loss of 
calcium in the milk was an important feature in the 
disease one would expect the patient to improve gradually 
as the milk secretion lessened. It is also difficult to adjust 
such a theory to the rarity with which the disease is met 
with in other than house-fed cows; milk fever, it must be 
admitted, is met with at any time of year and on any 
feeding. I bear in mind, however, the possibility that 
Mr. Stinson may be dealing with an entirely different 
type of the disease. 

The theory supported by Mr. Hudson is a favourite one, 
and one which gives the disease one of its synonyms— 
retention of the lochia. No doubt the disease commonly 
occurs about the time the second cleansing is due, and 
any uterine contents may have the acetonemic smell, but 
other bodily fluids are also reputed to have this odour. 
Further, it is a moot point whether or not the lochia is 
retained. Mr. Stinson, in the Veterinary Record, recently 
tabulated some interesting features of the disease, and 
included therein was a reference to the character of the 
uterine contents of 19 cows, all of whose milk reacted 
to Rothera’s test for acetone. Here we find that in six 
of these cases there were no uterine contents whatever, 
while in five of the remainder the contents were normal. 
Again, it is questionable if only cows in the house retain 
the lochia, and I doubt if it is reasonable to assume that 
exercise when the cows are at grass is sufficient to prevent 
retention. 

I have mentioned previously that the disease in this 
district occurs most commonly in small byres, and is ex- 
tremely rare in large dairy byres. This I consider to be 
a result of the different dietetic methods. The cow which 
is fed on straw and turnips alone is a common patient, 
whereas in those byres where the diet is well balanced 
and includes laxative mashes the disease is hardly ever 
met with. This would surely indicate that in the’ first 
place dietetic error is a causal factor, the constipation set 
up by irrational feeding resulting primarily in a dyspepsia. 
But this in itself is not sufficient, as an explanation must 
be found for the fact that only the post-parturient cow 
is afiected. I feel sure that if we knew more about the 
liver of the recently-calved cow we might be able to evolve 
a theory to meet the case, It has been pointed out that 
there is normally a degree of fatty infiltration in the liver 
of the pregnant ewe; whether or not the same applies in 
the cow I have been unable to discover in the realms of 
pathology or physiology. Can it be that the liver of the 
post parturient cow is particularly susceptible to inappro- 
priate diet? Production of acetone to a pathological exten’ 
may be due to the already sensitive liver becoming deranged 
by improper feeding. Further than this a mere practi- 


tioner cannot go, but | invite any expert physiologist 
present further to expound or demolish this view. 


Symptoms.—I shall first attempt to describe the con- 
dition as it is familiar to me. One is usually called to a 
cow with the history that she is off her food and losing 
condition; the owner imagines that her stomach is upset 
and she should have a dose of medicine. As a rule, unless 
seen in the very early stages, constipation is very marked, 
the faeces being passed only at long intervals and in small 
hard balls. At first the patient is not depressed; later, 
however, as she loses flesh, she spends her time standing 
gazing at the wall in a dejected attitude which suggests 
that death to her would be a relief. Occasionally hyper- 
sensitiveness is present, the animal trembling on being 
handled or after the administration of medicine. Rumina- 
tion, when it is present, is performed in a_ half-hearted 
manner. There is as a rule very little disturbance of 
pulse, and the temperature rarely rises above 104° F. 
Milk secretion is very much diminished. Inappetence is 
always present and at times becomes complete, a curious 
feature being that the patient trifles absently with dry 
fodder or bedding in preference to succulent food which 
would do her more good. 

Such are the symptoms as I know them, although | 
have omitted one most important symptom which is almost 
diagnostic. I refer to characteristic odour which is 
present in the milk, the urine, and the breath of the 
affected cow; it is said that it may be so strong that it 
permeates the byre or taints a cup of tea to which such 
milk has been added. Whether it is due to the dominance 
of the usual veterinary antiseptic smell or not I cannot 
say, but I have never been able to appreciate this 
characteristic odour, which | have seen variously described 
as ‘“* sour,” sweet,”’ unpleasant,’’ ‘* aromatic," 
sickly and parturient.’’ As the odour is supposed 
to be that of acetone, I imagine a correct description of it 
would be “ acetonic ’’—if such a word exists. (For the 
benefit of anyone who, like myself, is deficient in the 
olfactory sense, | have with me a sample of neat acetone, 
which may be smelt. I have also some milk samples, to 
one of which sufficient acetone has been added to give a 
positive reaction to Rothera’s test. I shall be interested 
to see if members will detect this particular sample.) 

A form of the disease is described by many in which 
marked nervous symptoms predominate, the patient in 
such cases becoming hysterical and sometimes comatose. 
Such cases, it is said, respond to udder irflation. From 
what I read, I gather that this form has few points in 
common with the type I describe, except the presence of 
acetone, and while the term ‘ dyspepsia "’ is, to my mind, 
appropriate to the latter, I fail to see where it applies 
in a condition which is accompanied by hysteria and coma, 
and which responds to udder inflation. In such a case 
would the name ‘“ deferred milk fever’? be more aptly 
applied ? 

I wish to ask if it is considered that one type of the 
disease is a stage of the other; I do not think that the 
so-called nervous type is secondary to the other, as I have 
frequently seen patients owned by would-be economical 
farmers unattended until they were in an advanced stage, 
and they showed no signs of marked nervous disturbance. 

Diacnosts.—The characteristic odour, for those who can 
appreciate it, is a valuable aid. Other guiding features 
are the rapid loss of condition, the pronounced constipation, 
and the history of recent parturition. The most likely 
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conditions to be confused with the disease are red water 
and tuberculosis; in the case of the former the character 
of the pulse and the absence of hamoglobinuria will 
differentiate. In the case of tuberculosis differentiation 
is sometimes more difficult, but Rothera’s test for acetone 
should be a help; it is applied to the milk and was 
described by Mr. Stinson in a recent Veterinary Record. 

CoursE.—The disease is not one which is readily fatal 
if treatment is adopted, nor, if no therapeutic steps are 
taken, is there any likelihood of a speedy end. But even 
when energetically treated it is often weeks betore the 
patient recovers her usual bodily health and condition. 

PROGNOsIS.—A_ good prognosis may be given in nearly 
all cases, but it may be said that the prognosis depends 
to a certain extent on the season—a ‘dyspeptic cow falling 
ill near the time when the grass is appearing, having a 
more rapid recovery than one becoming affected at an 
earlier date. 

TREATMENT. —-Excess acetone formation and marked con- 
stipation being two salient features of the disease, an 
agent is required which will not only act as a laxative but 
at the same time tend to retard the formation of acetone 
in the liver. In this respect common treacle serves the 
dual purpose, being at once laxative and rich in carbo- 
hydrate content. At the commencement of the disease a 
good purgative is indicated; it would be unwise to recom- 
mend any particular one, as each practitioner has his 
own favourite from which he will not depart, but a full 
dose of a saline purgative appears to be efficacious. Along 
with the treacle, which may be given in doses of two 
pounds twice daily, moderate doses of any strychnine pre- 
paration prove to be beneficial. If the patient is fortunate 
enough to become dyspeptic at a time when green fodder 
is to be had, there is no more appropriate diet, as if such 
is available a recovery may result without resort to any 
therapeutic measures, 

Treatment on the lines indicated has been used by our 
President for years, and, for the prevalent type of the 
disease at least, nothing further seems to be necessary. 

In closing, I wish to appeal for information on a question 
which has puzzled me for years. 1 have read descriptive 
accounts of this disease by a few different ‘writers, and 
the most perplexing feature is the variety in type; the 
two main types are so different that were it not for the 
alleged presence of acetone in both I should almost be 
inclined to set them down as different diseases. 

The acetone, in any case, is only a symptom, and of 
itself is not sufficient to warrant the assumption that both 
diseases are the same. I hope members will let me knoav 
their opinions as to whether or not different forms favour 
different localities, and whether one type or another is 
most prevalent in their own districts. 

Discussion. 

Professor Russett Greic: I think it will be generally 
agreed that Mr. Watson’s selection of post-parturient 
dyspepsia as a subject for discussion was a happy one. 
The disease is now attracting considerable interest, if 
only because of its rapidly increasing incidence. 1 was 
first introduced to post-parturient dyspepsia in the practice 
of Mr. Lothian, of Duns, some twenty years ago. At that 
time, although the disease was well known in the West 
of Scotland it was limited to a few districts in other parts 
of the country; at least, in many districts it was not 
known, The disease then occurred in a comparatively 


mild form and usually responded to simple stomachics in 
the course of a week or ten days. 

To-day, post-parturient dyspepsia is widespread and in 
many cases it assumes a severe and even dangerous form. 
At one time I held the opinion that post-parturient 
dyspepsia and milk fever were closely related. 1 even 
thought fir to publish the grounds upon which that opinion 
was based, When it became evident that an acute calcium 
deficiency could be regarded as the essential cause of milk 
fever, I examined a number of cases of post-parturient 
dyspepsia in order to determine the blood calcium concen- 
tration. To my surprise, I found that there was little 
alteration in the blood calcium, although the values were 
usually on the lower side of normal. The normal blood 
calcium for the cow may be stated as 9 mgs. to 11 mgs. 
per cent. In post-parturient dyspepsia the figure is in 
the region of 9 mgs. In milk fever the figure is usually 
within the range of about 6 mgs. to as low as 3 mgs. per 
cent. 

It would appear, then, that milk fever wand post-parturient 
dyspepsia are distinct pathological entities. 

It has, of course, been long recognised that, in a pro- 
portion of cases, the smell of acetone was present in the 
breath and the milk, and I think it was Eckelund and 
Engfeldt who pointed out that this smell was _ present 
in greater or lesser degree in all cases. Stinson showed 
that in all cases acetone could be demonstrated in the 
milk. Since the presence of acetone indicates incomplete 
fat combustion, and since the complete combustion of fats 
requires a sufficiency of available carbohydrate in the form 
of glucose, it occurred to me that an examination of the 
blood sugar might reveal a glucose deficiency. My _ col- 
league, Professor Dryerre, has kindly determined the blood 
sugar in three cases; in two of these the sugar was 
distinctly low, and in one it was very low. 

It followed from these results that glucose might be 
indicated in the treatment of the disease. 

As I knew that Professor Sjollema, of Utrecht, was 
interested in this disease, I visited Holland and found that 
he also was of the opinion that a hypoglycemia was 
present and that he had found that the injection of glucose 
plus insulin brought about a prompt recovery. 

To sum up :—(1) Post-parturient dyspepsia is not accom- 
panied by a marked fall in the blood calcium and therefore 
is distinct from milk fever; (2) the presence of acetone 
indicates a lack of available sugar, and this condition has 
actually been demonstrated in three cases; (3) the injection 
of glucose (preferably combined with insulin) is indicated 
in the treatment of the disease. 

Mr. O. Stinson said that in his opinion constipation 
Was not a constant symptom; he would estimate its in- 
cidence as about 33 per cent. of cases. He thought he 
could state that he encountered the disease in small byres 
most often. He usually got a falling off of the milk 
produced, but sometimes agecow would continue to milk 
quite well. The diet might aggravate the condition, but 
was not the primary cause. He had found that the use of 
saline purges, and even treacle, might be followed by 
coma, Green fodder was usually very good, especially 
at the end of the illness, but it did not always suit an 
animal when given in the earlier stages, 

He had had one strikingly good recovery by using 50 c.cs. 
of a five per cent. solution of glucose injected subcu- 
taneously behind the shoulder, but he wished to make fur- 
ther trial of this measure before making up his mind about. 
it. He had had made up a 75 per cent. solution of glucose 
which he kept as stock. For use he used two ounces of 
this to the pint of boiled water and injected slowly. He 
thought that the best method of preveniing this form of 
dyspepsia was to give at least three-quarters of an hour’s 
exercise daily during the winter months, particularly in a 
lane or sheltered field where a green bite of food might 
be available. This had been very successful in West- 
moreland. 

(Mr. Stinson was asked to give a demonstration of 
Rothera’s test—which he did. The details of the test have 
already been described in the Veterinary Record.) 
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Dr. Dryerre mentioned that there was some difficulty 
in estimating the sugars in cow’s blood because the normal 
was difficult to determine. American workers say that 52 
units is the normal standard; some European workers 
use 60 units standard, while British workers take 87. 
The actual figure he obtained in the three cases to which 
reference had been made were 30, 43 and 50 units— 
corresponding to -03 per cent., "043 per cent. and ‘05 
per cent. 

An interesting question was : How did the acetone arise ? 
It was in this way. The animal was unable to burn its 
fat direct : it must use “‘ the fires’? of the carbohydrates. 
Normally the fat burned through stages down to water. 
In this condition, owing to poor oxidation the process 
stopped short and acetone was produced. 

Theoretically the administration of glucose and insulin 
was sound, but glucose alone was not a sound treatment. 
A single large dose might possibly stimulate the pancreas 
sufficiently to make good the deficiency of insulin in 
circulation. The use of linseed and bacon fat, etc., was 
quite obviously wrong because the animal was already 
suffering from an excess of fat in its own body. 

Professor Linton said that it occurred to him first to 
ask—was it possibly a vitamin deficiency disease—a_ type 
of scurvy? But the occurrence of cases at grass seemed to 
preclude that. Had it been only a disease of winter feed- 
ing it would have been probable that a vitamin deficient 
diet was the cause. Particularly did its incidence about 7 
days after calving seem to bear this out, for at that time 
large stores of vitamins were thrown out in the milk. 
He would like to ask, for what length of time were cows 
attacked dry? ‘The recuperative dry period was an exceed- 
ingly important one, and he would suspect that the in- 
cidence of post-parturient dyspepsia would be greatest 
when the dry period previously had been short. 

Mr. Anperson said that cows on grass did become 
affected. He could remember one case of a cow which 
went down no matter where or when she calved. Until 
recently, however, he admitted he considered the disease 
one which essentially attacked indoor cattle. He had 
used formalin considerably, but recently found it not 
successful. He thought he would give the glucose treat- 
ment a trial, 

Mr. McVEAN mentioned that it was a very prevalent 
disease in the North of Scotland. He thought an early 
symptom had been omitted—namely, the brownish choco- 
late-coloured vaginal discharge. He found that when 
cattle were fed on turnips and straw they would refuse 
their turnips first. He had not met with it on grass. 

He thought that nervous symptoms were associated with 
the condition quite definitely. He had destroyed two 
cases and in the uterus of each had found about two pints 
of a chocolate-coloured fluid. His idea was that there was 
vaginal sepsis, toxin absorption, and a toxamia which 
was capable of upsetting fat metabolism as well as 
inducing brain symptoms. He found that stomactics, 
following a saline purge, acted best in his own practice. 

Mr. Welreks said that when with Professor Imrie he had 
seen the disease very commonly. It was often called 
** retention of the second calving,’’ and he was sure that 
the two phrases were used for the same condition. The 
usual course was that the cows refused all concentrates 
but continued to eat fodder. The temperature and pulse 
were normal, but there was some wasting apparent. He 
had seldom seen any diarrhoea, but nearly always found 
the faces caked and glazed with a coating of glairy mucus. 
They considered that at times an acetone odour was dis- 
cernible from normal milk as well as from milk from 
cows affected with post-parturient dyspepsia. Formalin 
had proved very useful given by the stomach tube. The 
milk secretion which was usually in abeyance previously, 
rapidly returned after formalin administration. 

Mr. A. L. Ropertson said that his experience in the 
West of Scotland had been nearly identical with that of 
Mr. Weipers, but since coming to Arbroath he had found, 
like Mr. MeVean, that formalin was practically useless. 

Professor GREIG appealed to the members to assist by 


sending samples of blood from cases of post-parturient 
dyspepsia for blood sugar analysis. If they informed him, 
he would send bottles. 

Tue Repty. 


Mr. Wartsox, who was now called upon to reply, ex- 
pressed his indebtedness to the members for the way in 
which they had received his paper. Mention had been 
made of the use of glucose as a treatment for post-partur- 
ient dyspepsia. He would certainly try Mr. Stinson’s 
treatment, but he would like to point out that Mr, Ruther- 
ford Wallace (late of Aberdeen) had put forward the use of 
glucose as a method of treatment (subcutaneously) some 
time ago in the Veterinary Journal, Dr. Dryerre had men- 
tioned the use of glucose to stimulate the carbo-hydrate 
fires to remove acetone from the blood stream; it would 
be reasonable to suppose that treacle acted in the same 
way. 

With regard to Professor Linton’s question as to the 
length of time dyspeptic cows were dry before calving, he 
could not make any definite statement, but he understood 
it was commonly believed that heavy milkers were most 
susceptible. Mr. Anderson had noted the disease in cows 
at grass, Mr. Watson had also read of these cases; this 
rather went against Mr. Stinson’s suggestion that lack 
of exercise was an associated cause and adequate exercise 
a prophylactic. 

Mr. McVean had wondered at Mr. Watson’s surprise at a 
stomach condition causing brain symptoms, but Mr. Watson 
would like to point out that it was not so much this fact 
which surprised him, as the fact that a condition which, 
according to other observers, responded to mammary infla- 
tion, should go by the name of ‘* Dyspepsia.”’ 

He thought that the description of the disease given by 
Mr. Weipers was identical with the type with which he 
himself was familiar, and that Mr. Weipers’ description 
of the faeces as ‘‘caked and glazed’? was apt and accurate. 


Walley Memorial Prize. 


The Walley Memorial Prize, awarded to the student of 
any Veterinary College in the United Kingdom who obtains 
the highest marks in the Third Professional Examination, 
has been gained by R. A. Hammond, Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

Thomas Walley, in whose memory the Prize was founded, 
was Principal of the Edinburgh College from 1874 to 1894. 


MILK AND Dairies Orpver, 1926. 


The County Council’s Association Official Gazette ‘‘Notes 
of Cases ’’ states that it was held by a King’s Bench 
Division Court that registration under Article 6 of the 
Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, is necessary in each district 
where the trade is carried on, Easington R.D.C. v. Gibson 
(J.P., 7th December, p. 780). 


H.M. Startonery Orrice Puswication. 


The undermentioned has been published recently. Copies 
can be purchased through any bookseller, or directly from 
H.M. Stationery Office, at the following addresses :— 
london: Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28 
Abingdon Street, S.W.1; Cardiff : 1 St. Andrew's Crescent ; 
Manchester : York Street ; Edinburgh: 120 George Street. 

SrTatutoRY AND Orpers, '930.—9. Animal. 
Diseases of Animals. The Sheep Scab (Amendment) Order, 
dated January 9th, 1930. Price, net, 1d.; post free, 1jd. 


' 
> 
>! 
a 
al 
wt 
- 
i. 
4 
wer 


February 1, 1930. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 5. Vou. x. 97 


The Veterinary Record. 


Ist Fesruary, 1930. 


South Africa. 


Veterinarians whose sphere of activity has been 
restricted to these Islands and whose main pro- 
blems relate to tuberculosis, contagious abortion, 
Johne’s disease, dog distemper, etc., will have 
read with much interest in its subject and un- 
reserved appreciation of its characters, the fas- 
cinating story unfolded in the paper read by Mr. 
R. F.R.C.v.s., before the Scientific Society 
of Rhodes University College, South Africa.* 

It is as an index of wider endeavour, however, 
that Mr. Painé’s essay is most significant, for all 
the ‘‘ little problems ’’ which Mr. Painé has des- 
cribed give us some small idea of the nature of 
veterinary work in our Colonies. Of the economic 
and scientific value of such work, that accom- 
plished in South Africa is both typical and im- 
pressive. The agricultural importance of South 
Africa has increased with such rapidity during the 
last twenty years or so that the stock of the Union 
has trebled itself within that time. For example, 
to quote Mr, Painé, three and a half miilion head 
of cattle and ten and a half million head of sheep 
were to be found in South Africa in 1904 and these 
had increased to ten and a half million and forty 
million respectively in 1927. From this it is evi- 
dent, as Mr. Painé states, that ‘* no country with- 
out huge natural resources and a most virile popu- 
lation could have achieved such results.’’ With 
the increase of animal population the responsibility 
of veterinarians becomes similarly increased. 

The valuable asset which South Africa has in 
its live stock has not been overlooked by the 
powers that be in the Union, and it is interesting 
as well as gratifying to note that ‘‘ thanks to the 
foresight of our statesmen, veterinary research 
work has received substantial support and to-day 
South Africa has, at Onderstepoort, one of the 
finest laboratories in the world.”’ 

South Africa, realising at it does the tremendous 
national importance of the stock-raising industry 
and that freedom from disease is an essential to 
its success, is to be congratulated on the steps 
taken to ensure the greatest possible measure of 
fulfilment of this vital condition. 

Too much cannot be said in praise of the 


* Veterinary Record, January 18th, 1930. Vol. X. No. 3, 
pp. 43-47. 


pioneers of veterinary science whose work has 
largely been responsible for the present state of 
affairs in the Union. The names of such men as 
Duck, Frederick Smith and Arnold Theiler im- 
mediately occur to us. Their work is being ably 
carried on by those comprising the veterinary or- 
ganization existent to-day; and to these worthy 
upholders of a great tradition of fine service we 
send our meed of congratulation for past work 
and our best wishes for the future. 


Psittacosis. 


Disease and the origin of disease are ever prone 
to present some new feature. For the past few 
weeks the daily press has been considerably con- 
cerned regarding a disease of the feathered tribe, 
particularly parrots, and its immediate communi- 
cability to human beings. 

Cases of this so-stvled parrot fever, or psitta- 
cosis, in human beings have been recently re- 
corded in countries so far apart as Argentina, 
Germany, Switzerland, U.S.A., and in England, 
and while there is no cause for undue alarm there 


seems good grounds for the necessity of a 


thorough enquiry into this disease, both in the 
interests of medical and veterinary science. The 
personal experience related by Mr. R. H. Smythe 
in last week’s issue and his views on the disease 
are a valuable contribution, and in this week’s 
issue a letter from Mr. Henry Gray on the subject 
is reproduced from the ‘* Morning Post.’’ 

In the British Medical Journal of January 
[8th of this year, Dr. J. S. Warnack, Deputy 
Medical Officer of Health for the Port of London, 
describes a well-marked case of the disease in a 
ship’s carpenter admitted to the Port of London 
Hospital, Denton, Gravesend, in an almost coma- 
tose condition; the history of the case would 
appear to leave no doubt as to his having con- 
tracted the infection from two parrots which he 
kept in his cabin on a voyage from Buenos Aires 
and which died from the disease. In commenting 
on the situation, the British Medical Journal re- 
marks :—‘‘ It has long been known that this in- 
fectious disease of birds, especially parrots, is 
transmissible to man, and there seems grounds for 
thinking that it has been more prevalent in man 
than was formerly supposed. Now that occur- 
rences abroad have drawn attention to the matter, 
it is probable that cases whenever they arise will 
be recognised with greater frequency. The 
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mortality, both in human beings and in parrots, is 
high, and it is important, therefore, that any 
suspicious case should be fully investigated. 
References to the disease in English Medical 
literature have hitherto been few and far between. 
A paper by Mr. T. P. Beddoes appeared in the 
Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene in 1914, 
and another by Lieut.-Colonel H. M. Perry in the 
British Journal of Experimental Pathology in 
1920 ; Professor Lovell Gulland reported two cases 
in the British Medical Journal of August 23rd, 
1924, and Dr. A. P. Thomson, who is to make a 
communication on the subject in the Section of 
Medicine of the Royal Society of Medicine on 
January 28th, described in the Lancet of July 
20th, 1929, four cases of human infection.’’ These 
references are quoted to enable practising veter- 
inary surgeons to gain further facts in relation 
to the disease. An investigation on psittacosis is 
at present being carried out at the London Hos- 
pital and Dr. Robert Hutchison is not only calling 
for information of cases in human beings, but is 
also asking that any parrot suspected of con- 
veying the disease may be sent to Dr. Western, 
Bacteriological Department, London Hospital, 
E.1. 

It is interesting, too, to observe that the parrot 
or parrots which are suspected of having caused 
the death of a Mr. Gardner, of Warwick, re- 
corded in last week’s Veterinary Récord, have 
been exhumed and sent to the Ministry of Health 
Laboratory, London, so that a pronouncement in 
due course may be expected. Indeed, the situation 
would appear to be considered sufficiently serious 
in both Germany and Switzerland that the impor- 
tation of parrots into those countries has been 
prohibited for some time. Whether similar 
measures will be adopted by other countries’ re- 
mains yet to be seen. In any case, it would be 
just as well if members of the veterinary profes- 
sion, who at times are asked to attend the ills of 
the feathered tribe, would take careful note of 
the disease in case veterinary opinion is desired 
in enquiry. Psittacosis, whether in human beings 
or in birds, can only be described as one of those 
indeterminate diseases in a group, the origin 
severally of which is ill understood, and necessi- 
tating careful investigation by the scientists of 
the medical and veterinary professions. Ex- 
periences, therefore, from the veterinary side will 
be most valuable from a public health point of 
view. 


Parrot Disease. 
A VETERINARY SURGEON ON ‘ Fantastic DANGERs.”’ 


Under the above headings, the following letter from the 
pen of Mr. Henry Gray appeared in the Morning Post 
of January 17th. 

Sir,—l agree with the dealer in the U.S.A. who said 
the public had become hysterical regarding the alleged 
danger of parrot plague to mankind. 

From time to time during the past 45 years I have 
encountered this malady, and made numerous post-mortem 
examinations of parrots dead of it. I have come in contact 
with their owners and also with the large dealers in the 
trade of importing and distributing these birds. Further, 
I have myself kept numerous species of the parrot-tribe 
without having heard of anybody contracting the malady. 

Many investigators have isolated the incriminated micro- 
organism-——bacillus of Nocard (salmonella)—from parrots 
having all the appearances of good health. But Stuzzi, 
as far back as 1906, proved that the malady was due to 
a filterable virus having all the characteristics of that 
fowl plague, and resembling that found to be the cause of 
the true infectious class of disease occurring in the various 
animal species. 

During the past autumn and present winter months 
many parrots that had led an absolutely isolated life fc: 
several or many years have succumbed within 36 to 48 
hours to a malady which had all the clinical characteristics 
ot parrot-plague. 

Leichtenstern, of Cologne, in 1898, studied an epidemical 
pneumonia in man which he thought at first was contracted 
from diseased parrots, but later on discovered similar out- 
breaks in Cologne, Crefela, and Essen which could not be 
attributed to parrots. He could not isolate the bacillus of 
Nocard from those who succumbed. 

During my career many outbreaks of disease in man 
have been attributed to fowls (fowl-diphtheria), vo cats 
(cat-diphtheria), dogs (distemper), horse (influenza), cattle 
(foot-and-mouth disease), etc., but on critical investigation 
and evidence such allegations have not had any foundation 
in fact. 

Moreover, cattle have been alleged to have given rise 
to outbreaks of diphtheria, typhoid, and searlet fever in 
man, diseases to which cattle are not subject. 

On the other hand, animal tuberculosis, which is a real 
danger to man and annually occasions in him numerous 
deaths, does not seem to incite the serious attention of 
the community. 

Personally, 1 am of opinion that the danger of this 
parrot plague is fantastical, and the occurrence of it when 
a human epidemic prevails is a mere coincidence. 

Tienry GRay. 

Earl’s Court, S.W. 


PARLIAMENT AND PsITTAcosIs. 


In the House of Commons on Thursday of last week, 
Mr. Greenwood, Minister of Health, replying to Captain 
Eden, said that his attention had been called to the recent 
outbreaks of psittacosis in Warwickshire, All recent alleged 
cases of this disease in this country that had come to the 
notice of his Department had been studied, and in some 
instances medical officers of the Ministry had taken part 
in the investigations The question of further administra- 
tive action would be considered as soon as the inquiries now 
in progress were completed. 

Captain Eden asked whether, in view of the seriousness 
of these cases, notification ought not to be made com- 
pulsory. Mr. Greenwood said he imagined that all these 
cases of relatively rare diseases were, in fact, reported to 
the medical officers of health as soon as they occurred. 
Dr. Davies asked Mr. Greenwood to consider the advisa- 
bility of inviting all port medical officers of health to pay 
particular attention to all parrots which were brought into 
the country. 
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Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 


Quarterly Meeting of Council. 


A Quarterly Meeting of Council, R.C.V.S., was held at 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, January 
10th, 1930, with Professor J. F. Craig, M.A., M.R.C.Vv.s. 
(President), in the Chair. 

There was also present Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, Lt.-Col. 
J. W.. Brittlebank, Prof. J. B. Buxton, Messrs. J. H. 
Carter, J. Clarkson, J. C. Coleman, Professors S. H. 
Gaiger, F. T. G. Hobday, Messrs. J. Holroyd, R. Hughes 
G. H. Livesey, G. H. Locke, Sir Jolt M’Fadyean, Mr. 
J. W. McIntosh, Professor J. Macqueen, Mr. G. P. Male, 
Major-General Sir John Moore, Dr. J. Share-Jones, Dr. A. 
Leslie Sheather, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Mr. T. F. Spencer, 
Colonel G. K. Walker, Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Mr. J. 
Willett, Professor G. H. Wooldridge and Lt.-Col. T. 
Dunlop Young. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting, which had been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed. 

Apologies for absence had been received from Major J. 
Abson, Mr. W. S. King and Mr, H. Sumner. 

The Presipent : I propose from the Chair that a message 
of sympathy be sent to our Treasurer, who, owing te 
illness, is unable to come here to-day. I am sure we all 
sympathise with him, and we wish him a speedy recovery. 

This was agreed. 

Tue Late Mr. J. McKInna. 


The Secretary read the obituary list which included the 
name of Mr. J. McKinna, Past President of the College. 

The Presmpent: In the obituary list which has just 
been read you will regret,°as I regret, to see the name 
of our old friend and colleague, Mr. J. McKinna, of 
Huddersfield. He was one of the oldest members of this 
Council, and he was also one of the older members of 
the profession. He entered the profession in 1885, and he 
became a Fellow in 1893. He was elected to the Council 
first in 1901, and has had a continuous service upon the 
Council since that date. He has been a Chairman of 
several Committees, and up to the very end was Chairman 
of that important Committee, the Finance Committee. 
He was elected as President in 1919-20. He has given, 
as I have said, a long, continuous and devoted service in 
the interests of the profession, both inside and outside 


this council chamber, and his memory will remain dear 


to us who knew him as a good colleague and a charming 
friend. We shall miss him much. I propose, therefore, 
that we send to his widow and family a letter of condol- 
ence in the great loss they have sustained, and extend to 
them our real sympathy. I propose that from the Chair. 
Mr. Carter: I have great pleasure in seconding. 
Lieut-Colonel BritrLeBank : I would like to support your 
motion, seconded by Mr. Carter, and to say personally 
how deeply I feel the loss of our old friend. The many 
kindnesses that Mr. McKinna showed to all of us will be 
dear to our memory, but to me personally, when I first 
came on this Council, nobody could have been kinder 
or more helpful than John McKinna. His memory will 
remain green with many of us, because a more kindly, 


more loyal and more honourable man I believe never served 
the veterinary profession. 

The motion was passed in silence, all present standing. 

Representation at Congresses.—Letters of invitation were 
read from the Royal Institution of Public Health, the Royal 
Sanitary Institute and the’ National Association for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis, for the appointment of dele- 
gates to their respective Congresses. 

Colonel BritrLenank: I move, Gentlemen, that we ask 
the President or his nominee to represent us at all these 
three Congresses. 

Dr. SHARE-JONES seconded and the motion was carried. 

Admissions to Membership.—-The list of admissions to 
membership which had been made since the last meeting 
of the Council, was read by the Secretary. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 
Lieut.-Colonel Stimpson read the following Report of 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee :— 


A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was held at the College, on January 10th, 
1930. On the Committee being informed of the death of 
its Chairman, Mr. J. McKinna, Colonel Brittlebank moved 
that Colonel P. J. Simpson be appointed Chairman of the 
Committee for the current year. Colonel Simpson there- 
upon took the chair. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

Mr. J. W. McIntosh was appointed Vice-Chairman of 
the Committee for the current year. 

The Secretary reported that the Treasurer was unable 
to be present owing to illness, and it was resolved that an 
expression of the sympathy of the Committee be conveyed 
to the Treasurer in his illness and hopes for his speedy 
recovery. 

The Treasurer’s Financial Statement was received, show- 
ing a balance in hand of £396 15s. 11d., and liabilities 
amounting to £235 19s. ld. The Treasurer’s Statement 
was approved and he was ordered to pay the liabilities 
shown. 

Accounts showing the income and expenditure in con- 
nection with the December Examinations for the Member- 
ship Diploma and the D.V.S.M., were submitted and 
approved. 

It was agreed to recommend the Council to appoint a 
Joint Committee, consisting of the members of the Exami- 
nation and Finance Committees, to consider the desirability 
or otherwise of arranging for the December Examinations 
in future to be held at one centre only, the Committee 
to have power to make arraflgements accordingly. 

The Secretary reported as to the Annual Fees in arrear 
and submitted the names of 13 members against whom 
proceedings through the County Court were being taken. 

Nine other cases were considered and the Secretary was 
instructed to institute County Court proceedings in two of 
them. 

The Secretary reported that during the present quarter 
an overdraft of at least £1,000 would be required in order 
to meet current liabilities. 

It was resolved :— 

(a) That the Treasurer be authorised to arrange with the 
Bank for an overdraft up to the required amount. 

(b) That the Secretary be instructed to present to the 
Finance Committee at its next meeting a comparative 
statement of the Income and Expenditure of the College 
during the past ten years. 

The Secretary submitted an endorsed policy from the 
Car and General Assurance Co., showing that the Company 
had taken over the whole liability in respect of the build- 
ing against fire as from the beginning of the present 
quarter. 

The Secretary reported that, with the concurrence of 
the Treasurer, he had authorised necessary repairs in the 
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basement of the premises to the extent of £6 6s. The 
action of the Secretary was approved. 

The Secretary reported that in the will of the late Sir 
Frederick Smith his residuary estate was, after the termina- 
tion of four lives, to be handed over to the College, in 
trust, to form a fund for the prosecution of research in 
veterinary medicine and surgery. 

In connection with the Library, the Secretary was 
authorised to transfer to the Library Fund the sum of £100 
in accordance with the resolution of April 7th, 1922. He 
was also authorised to arrange for an extension of the 
telephone to the small room adjoining the Library. 

I beg to move the reception and adoption of the Report. 


Colonel Brirr_enank seconded, and, there being no dis- 
cussion, the motion was carried. 

The Presipent: The resolution of the Committee that 
the Council be recommended to appoint a Joint Committee 
consisting of the members ot the Examination and Finance 
Committees (para. 5) is confirmed, and a meeting will 
be called accordingly. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 

Professor Buxton read the following report of the Exami- 

nation Committee, and moved its reception. 


A meeting of the Examination Committee was held at 
the College, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, London, W.C.1, 
on January 9th, 1930. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed as 
correct. 

The following report of the Honorary Associates Sub- 
Committee, held on January 7th, was read and adopted. 

At a meeting of the Honorary Associates Sub-Com- 
mittee held at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, 
Holborn, London, on January 7th, 1930. 

The Secretary submitted a list of recommendations 
received. It was resolved :— 

(a) That on the present occasion elections to the 
Honorary Associateship be made from the veterinary 
profession only. 

(b) That certain names be submitted to the Examina- 
tion Committee for recommendation to the Council 
as suitable persons for election to the Honorary 
Associateship. 

(c) That the Secretary be instructed to obtain further 
information with regard to Veterinary Surgeons in 
other countries. 

A letter dated December 4th was received from the Secre- 
tary of the Students’ Representative Council, Edinburgh, 
relating to the teaching and examinations in Pathology. 

It was resolved that the letter be allowed to lie on the 
table. 


DECEMBER EXAMINATIONS. 

(a) D.V.S.M.—Reports on the D.V.S.M. Examination 
held in December were received, showing that five candi- 
dates entered, of whom one passed, the examiners recom- 
mending that all the rejected candidates should take a 
further period of study of not less than six weeks in both 
Groups. 

(b) Membership Examinations.—Reports of the Chairmen 
of the Board of Examiners, local Secretaries, and delegates 
were submitted and accepted. 


FrELLOwsHIP EXAMINATIONS. 

The Secretary submitted reports of the examiners on 
two Theses submitted for the Fellowship Diploma. In each 
case the examiners reported that the Thesis was not up to 
Fellowship standard and could not be accepted. The ex- 
aminers’ reports were approved. 


EpucaTIONAL CERTIFICATES. 
Educational certificates Nos. 3428-3462, 3467-3469, 3471- 
3474, 3476-3480, were submitted and accepted. 


EXEMPTIONS. 

(a) Byelaw 62.—It was resolved that exemption under 
Byelaw 62 be granted in the case of applicants No. 3463, 
3465, 3466 and 3470, 


(b) Byelaw 95.—It was resolved that exemption under 
Byelaw 95 be granted in the case of candidate No. 3464, 
Peck, E. F., B.v.sc. of Toronto University. 

(c) Byelaw 106 (3).—Exemption from the provisions of 
Byelaw 106 (3) was granted in the following cases :— 
Macgregor, R., Veterinary Officer, Federated Malay States ; 
Wilson, J. E., p.sc. (Edinburgh), member of the teaching 
staff of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


CONCESSIONS. 

(a) An application was received from candidate No. 3327, 
(who passed the examination in Class D under Byelaw 95 
in December, but failed in the subject of Pathology) to he 
examined in Pathology only at the next examinatign. 

It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 

(b) An application was received from candidate No. 3156, 
Hasan, S. M., for his examination fee to be held over 
until July, he having been unable to take the examination 
in December owing to illness. 

It was resolved that the application be acceded to. 


APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS, 

It was resolved that the usual advertisement be inserted 
in the Veterinary Record asking for applications for appoint- 
ment as examiners for the Membership, Fellowship and 
D.V.S.M. examinations, the appointments to take place 
at the Council meeting in April. 


INTERNAL EXAMINERS. 

It was resolved that the nomination of Professor G. W. 
Weir as Internal Examiner in the subject of Materia 
Medica at the Glasgow Veterinary College be approved. 


Prize Awarps. 

(a) Williams Memorial Prize.—The Secretary reported 
that no candidate during the past year had obtained the 
minimum number of marks qualifying for the award of 
the Williams Memorial Prize. 

(b) Walley Memorial Prize.—The report of the Auditors 
on the marks gained by the candidates eligible for the 
Walley Memorial Prize at the examinations held in 
December, 1928, and July, 1929, was submitted, showing 
that the highest number of marks had been gained by 
Mr. R. A. Hammond. 

It was resolved that the Walley Memorial Prize for 1929 
be awarded to Mr. R. A. Hammond, a student of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


COLONIAL PRACTITIONER. 

An application for registration as a Colonial Practitioner 
was received from a Graduate in Veterinary Science of the 
University of South Africa. 

It was resolved that the consideration of the matter be 
referred to a meeting of the whole Council in Committee. 


PRELIMINARY EpucaTIONAL EXAMINATIONS. 

It was resolved that Schedule I of the Byelaws be referred 
for consideration and report to a Sub-Committee to consist 
of the Chairman, Sir John M’Fadyean, Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley, Professor J. F. Craig, Professor F. T. G. Hobday, 
Dr. J. Share-Jones and Professor A. W. Whitehouse. 


AGRICULTURAL DIPLOMAS. 

The question of the terms of recognition of Diplomas 
in Agriculture for the purpose of concessions under Byelaw 
62 was considered, but the matter was referred to the 
Special Sub-Committee set up by the preceding resolution. 


RE-ORGANISATION OF MEMBERSHIP EXAMINATIONS. 

A memorandum was submitted by Dr. Whitehouse or 
this matter, and it was resolved that the memorandum be 
submitted to the Examination Committee dealing with 
the Curriculum. 

CANINE NURSING. 

The President submitted a report of two meetings held 
at the College to consider the question of the recognition 
of courses of instruction in Canine Nursing and the award 
of a certificate. 

It was resolved that the consideration of the matter be 
deferred. 

The motion for the adoption of the Report of the Ex- 
amination Committee was seconded, and after discussion 
duly carried. 
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Special Meeting. 

Professor Buxton read the following Report of the special 
meeting of the Examination Committee held on January 9th. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated were taken as read and signed as correct. 

A draft revised Syllabus of Examinations was considered, 
and it was resolved that the draft be submitted to the 
principal teachers of the affiliated Schools for their com- 
ments, and the consideration of the matter be deferred 
until the next meeting. 

Professor Buxton moved that the Report be received and 
adopted. 

The motion, having been seconded, was carried. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

The Secretary read the following Report of the Meeting 
of the Registration Committee held on Wednesday, 
January 8th. 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 


Case AGAtnst MEMBER. 

2413. Goop, A. F. This member appeared to answer 
a charge of conduct disgraceful to him in a professional 
respect in that he had been convicted of an offence against 
the Coal Mines Act, 1911, by failing to show to the 
Inspector all the horses in the mine and that he had 
been fined the maximum penalty of £5. 

Mr. Good informed the Committee of the nature of his 
duties and submitted evidence showing that he had done all 
that was in his power to assist the Inspector. He denied 
having concealed or connived at the concealing of any 
horses and stated that he had previously reported to his 
employers that certain of the horses were unfit for work. 

After answering questions put to him from the Chair, 
Mr. Good was asked to withdraw and the Committee con- 
sidered his case in private. 

It was unanimously resolved ‘‘that in view of the explana- 
tions and answers given by Mr. Good, the Committee are 
of opinion that he was not guilty of conduct disgraceful 
to him in a professional respect. They therefore recom- 
mend that no action be taken.” 


Cases AGainst NON-MEMfERS, 

2074. Further correspondence was submitted, but no 
action was taken. 

2241. Using title ‘‘ Dog Specialist.”’ In the absence 
of satisfactory evidence, this case was struck out. 

2272. Using title ‘‘ Veterinary Chemist.’’ The Solicitor 
reported that he had received an undertaking that the 
improper use of the title ‘* Veterinary Chemist ’’ in the 
Local Directory would be discontinued. He was, however, 
still in correspondence with the Solicitors of the accused 
on the general question and the case was ordered to stand 
over. 

N.2. CuHampnrys, E. H. S. The Secretary submitted 
further correspondence in this case, which was ordered to 
be struck out. 

N.8. Kinsey, E. M. Use of labels bearing the words 
** Veterinary Surgeon.”’ In the absence of proper evidence 
this case was struck out. : 

N.9. Know.es, W. Use of title. The Solicitor re- 
ported that on an undertaking being signed by this person 
the prosecution authorised against him was withdrawn but 
that the offence had been repeated a few days afterwards 
and further proceedings were instituted. The accused had, 
however, left the district and proceedings were consequently 
suspended. 

N.10. Connotrty, W. P. Using letters ‘* M.r.c.v.s.”’ 
This case was ordered to stand over for further information. 

N.12. Using title B.v.sc. The Solicitor’s opinion on 
this case was read and considered and it was resolved that 
no action be taken. 

N.13. Arnatp, H. B. Name removed. Using title. 

N.14. Warker, W. Using title. 

N.15. Reppisu, S. H. Using title. 

The Secretary reported that in each case a satisfactory 
undertaking had been received, 


N.16. Beare, F. Vet. Asst., late P.D.S.A. This case 
was referred to the Solicitor with authority to prosecute if 
proper evidence is obtainable. 

N.17. Bone, E. E. Using title in Telephone Directory. 
An explanation was received from the Controller of the 
Telephone Service and the Secretary was instructed as 
to the reply to be sent. 

N.18. Wricut, N. D. Use of title ‘* Unrgd. Vet.’’ in 
Telephone Directory. This case was ordered to stand over. 

N.19. Animals Hospital. It was resolved that there 
was no case. 

N.20. Evans, H. ‘‘ Canine and Feline Specialist.’”’ A 
satisfactory undertaking was received in this case. 

N.21. ‘* Canine Specialists.’’ In the absence of proper 
evidence, this case was ordered to be struck out. 


The Presipent: I beg to propose that this Report of the 
Registration Committee be received and adopted. 

Dr. Suare-JONES seconded, and the motion was carried 
unanimously. 

The Secretary read the following Report of the second 
meeting of the Registration Committee held on Thursday, 
January 9th. 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 


REPORTS OF SuB=COMMITTEE. 
(a) The following report of the Sub-Committee on Pro- 
cedure (January 8th) was received and approved. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed 
as correct. 

The Secretary submitted, as requested, a print of 
the draft Standing Orders, which were considered. 
After making several emendations consideration of the 
matter was deferred to the next meeting. 

(b) The following report of the Special Sub-Committee 
on Free Veterinary Treatment was read and adopted. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read and signed as correct. 


DRAFT SCHEME FOR FREE VETERINARY TREATMENT. 


A copy of the draft scheme for the provision of free 
veterinary treatment, as amended by the Committee 
of the R.S.P.C.A., was submitted and considered. 
As it appeared that the Committee of the R.S.P.C.A. 
did not agree with the scheme as drafted in regard 
to the general organisation and control of the pro- 
vision of free veterinary treatment, it was resolved :— 

(a) That the Secretary be instructed to inform the 
R.S.P.C.A. that the Committee cannot agree to their 
proposed amendments on these matters of principle. 

(b) That the R.S.P.C.A. be requested to arrange 
for a joint meeting atewhich this matter may be dis- 
cussed, the Secretary being authorised to state that 
the Committee was willing to discuss any modification 
in detail of the scheme which is not repugnant to 
the general principle laid down in paragraphs 6 and 
7, provided that no variation of the original scheme 
is adopted until the matter has been again brought 
under the consideration of the Committee. 


CompLaints AGAINST MEMBERS. 

2387. Hamitton, W. This member appeared on a 
charge of conduct disgraceful in a professional respect in 
that, having accepted instructions of the National Master 
Farriers and Blacksmiths Association to examine a horse 
and report on their behalf, he failed to report and took 
over the treatment of the horse for the owner and after- 
wards gave evidence in the owner’s favour in an action 
of negligence against the shoeing smith. 

Mr. Hamilton made a_ statement to the committee 
explaining his action in the matter and answered questions 
put to him through the Chair. He was then asked to 
withdraw and the evidence submitted was considered by 
the Committee. 

It was resolved that the consideration of the case be 
adjourned until the next meeting and the Secretary be 
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instructed to obtain further evidence in the matter which 
may be available from the complainants. 

2376. Stroup, A. H. The Solicitor submitted a report 
of the conviction of this member on a charge of procuring 
abortion, and of his sentence to 15 months’ imprisonment 
in the Second Division. The Solicitor also submitted 
evidence showing that he had given Mr. Stroud notice to 
attend the meeting, but the Secretary stated that Mr. Stroud 
was not in attendance. In accordance with Bye-law 52 
the Committee decided to proceed to consider the case 
in the absence of the member, and it was resolved * that 
the conviction against Mr. A, H. Stroud has been proved 
to the satisfaction of the Committee and that in their 
opinion he has thereby been guilty of conduct disgraceful 
in a professional respect.”’ 

2416. Bropie-Mitts, J. The Secretary submitted an 
apology and an undertaking in this case which were 
accepted. 

2325. Advertising Title and Address. The Secretary 
was instructed to obtain further information in this case 
with authority to require from the member an explanation 
as to why the undertaking already given was not being 
carried out. 

2402. Publishing articles in Farmers’ Journal, giving 
prescriptions and treatment. An undertaking was received 
which was accepted. 

2234. Display of stuffed dog in window. The Secretary 
was instructed to require the discontinuance of this ob- 
jectionable form of advertisement. 

2418. Advertising. The Secretary reported that the 
offence had been discontinued. 

2419. Jones, Ricnarp. Evidence was submitted show- 
ing that this member had been convicted of being drunk 
in charge of a motor car with a fine of £10 and the sus- 
pension of his licence for 12 months. The Secretary was 
instructed to send a letter of warning to this member. 

2420. Lator, D. Evidence was received that this mem- 
ber had been convicted of being drunk and incapable and 
was fined 10s. A letter of apology and explanation was 
received and the Secretary was instructed as to the reply 
to be sent. 

2421. Srorrar, E. R. D. Evidence was submitted that 
this member had been convicted of using indecent language 
with a fine of 7s. 6d. A letter of apology and explanation 
was received, which was accepted. 

2422. Alleged advertising. A satisfactory explanation 
was received in this case. 

2423. Using letters *‘ F.V.M.A.’’ A letter was received 
from this member stating that he was prepared to dis- 
continue the use of the letters ‘* F.V.M.A.”’ on his name 
plate if the Council so desired. It was resolved that the 
Secretary be instructed to require of the member an under- 
taking that the offence complained of will be at once 
discontinued. 

2424. Alleged advertising by circular. A_ satisfactory 
explanation was received from this member. ' 

2425. Alleged advertising by newspaper article. An 
explanation was received which was considered to be 
satisfactory. 

2426. Alleged breach of Bye-law 53 (3). An explana- 
tion was received, but it was resolved that the case be 
held over for further enquiry. 

2427. Alleged breach of Bye-law 53 (3). An explana- 
tion was submitted in this case which was accepted, but 
the member was requested to take steps to provide against 
a repetition of the offence. 

2428. Conduct. This case was deferred for further 
enquiry. 

2429. Alleged breach of Bye-law 53 (2). Evidence was 
submitted to show that the member had distributed cards 
and it was resolved that he be called upon to appear at 
the next meeting on a charge of breach of Bye-law 53 (2). 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(a) A letter was received from the Home Office in reply 
to an enquiry as to the use of poisons by an unqualified 
person. It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed 
to lay the matter before the Pharmaceutical Society. 


(b) Other correspondence was submitted and the Secre- 
tary was instructed as to the repiies to be sent. 


RESTORATION. 

An application was received from Mr. J. McK. Boyd for 
the restoration of his name to the Register, it having 
been removed by the Council under the provisions of Sec. 6 
of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, in July, 1929. The 
application was accompanied by nine testimonials, includ- 
ing two from members of the profession, all bearing wit- 
ness to the applicant’s good conduct during the past six 
months. 

It was resolved to recommend that the name of Mr. 
John McKeague Boyd be restored to the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


On the proposition of the Presmpent, seconded by Colonel 
BRITTLEBANK, the Report was received and adopted, and 
the consequential resolution, that the seal of the College be 
attached to the prosecution order, was carried. 

The Presipent: The second resolution is that the name 
of Mr. J. McKeague Boyd be restored to the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons. ! put it to you. I want a show 
of hands now, That is carried unanimously. 

You will observe that the Registration Committee have 
come to a definite conclusion with regard to Mr. A. H. 
Stroud: ‘*‘ That the conviction of Mr. A. H. Stroud has 
been proved to the satisfaction of the Committee, and 
that in their opinion he has thereby been guilty of conduct 
disgraceful in a professional respect.’’ That is the resolu- 
tion of the Registration Committee. It is now for the 
Council to decide what action or course shall be taken on 
that resolution. 

Colonel BrittLeBANK: Mr. President, I move that the 
name of Mr. A. H. Stroud be erased from the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Carter: I second that. 

The Presipent: I put it to you. I want a show of 
hands.—That is carried unanimously, and as the number 
of members present exceeds two-thirds of the members of 
Council, by the provisions of the Charter of 1876 Mr. A. H. 
Stroud ceases to be a member of the College. 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 

Colonel BritTLeBank read the following Report of the 
Parliamentary Committee of January 8th, 1930 :— 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

It was resolved that Dr. J. T. Share-Jones be appointed 
Vice-Chairman of this Committee for the current year. 
REPORT OF THE MARKINGS SuB:COMMITTER. 

The following report of the Markings Sub-Committee 
Was received, together with a copy of the draft scheme :— 

A final meeting of the Markings of Animals’ Com- 
mittee was held at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1, on Monday, December 16th, 1929, 
Mr. G. P. Male being in the Chair. There were also 
present: Mr. J. Crawford, Mr. T. F. Spencer, Colonel 
Stratton, and Mr. J. Willett. 

The draft report was reconsidered, together with 
correspondence received from the various Breed Societies 
and members of the profession. 

General approval of the scheme is expressed by the 
Shire Horse Society, the Clydesdale Horse Society, 
the Hunters’ Improvement Society and the National 
Pony Society. Information on special points relating to 
their particular breeds was supplied by the Suffolk 
Horse Society and the Percheron Horse Society. 
General approval of the scheme is also given by Messrs. 
Weatherbys and the Army Veterinary Department. 

The following recommendations are made at the 
request of the Council of the R.C.V.S. with a view to 
making the scheme effective ;— 
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(i) That the National Veterinary Medical Association 
be requested to print the report, together with the 
suggested form of certificate, in the Veterinary Record, 
and to provide further copies which will be available for 
members of the profession and others. 

(ii) That the Breed Societies be asked to assist in 
every way they can by recommending their members 
and veterinary surgeons to adopt the scheme. 

(iii) That Messrs. Weatherby’s be supplied with copies 
of the report and with the suggested form of certificate 
with a request that the certificate and diagram be 
incorporated in their certificates so as to give effect 
to the scheme at the earliest possible moment. 

(iv) That a small Sub-Committee, consisting of the 
Chairman, Mr. Crawford, and Colonel Siratton, be 
appointed to wait on Messrs. Weatherby’s to urge upon 
them the adoption of the scheme. 

(v) That the Army Veterinary Department be sup- 
plied with a copy of the report and certificate, with a 
view to its adoption. 

(vi) That a communication be sent to the Horse 
Breeding Department of the Ministry of Agriculture 
recommending that the system of descriptions and form 
of certificate recommended by the Royal College should 
be required to be used in the examination of stallions 
or other animals. 

(vii) That copies of the report be supplied to the 
Department of Agriculture of the Irish Free State with 
the request that they should adopt the scheme and 
form of certificate. 

(viii) That copies be sent to each of the Veterinary 
Schools for teaching purposes. 

It was resolved :— 

(a) That the scheme of the Descriptions of Markings as 
submitted be approved and that the recommendations of 
the Sub-Committee be adopted. 

(b) That the Committee desire to place on record their 
appreciation of the valuable work done by the Committee 
in preparing the scheme. 

(c) That the thanks of the Council be addressed to Mr. J. 
Crawford for his valuable help and for the generous 
arrangements he had made for printing the draft scheme. 


IrtsH FREE STATE AGREEMENT. 

The Secretary reported that the draft Agreement between 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Irish Free 
State with regard to the establishment of a Veterinary 
Register for the Free State had been slightly amended 
with the concurrence of the delegates of the Council and 
had been submitted by the Dominions Office to other 
Government Departments for their comments. 


PARLIAMENTARY BILLs. 

(a) Dogs Protection Bill.—A copy of this Bill was sub- 
mitted and considered, and it was resolved that the Bill 
he watched in the interest of the profession. 

(b) Coal Mines (Protection of Animals) Bill. This Bill 
was submitted and considered, and the Secretary reported 
the action taken by the N.V.M.A. in the matter. It was 
resolved that the Council give its support to the N.V.M.A. 
in their negotiations with regard to the Coal Mines (Pro- 
tection of Animals) Bill, and that the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. be asked to co-opt on their Committee dealing 
with this matter the President of the College and the Chair- 
man of the Parliamentary Committee. 

(c) Slaughter of Animals Bill.—It was resolved that this 
Bill be watched in the interest of the profession. 

(d) Exportation of Horses Bill.—It was resolved that no 
action be taken. 


COLONIAL VETERINARY SERVICES. 

(a) Kenya.—A communication was received relating to 
the Report of the Lovat Committee, and the Secretary was 
instructed as to the reply to be sent. 

(b) Malaya.—The Secretary reported interviews that had 
been arranged between the Chairman, Sir John Moore, and 
a Veterinary Officer in the Federated Malay States con- 
cerning the conditions of the Veterinary Service in Malaya. 
He also submitted a draft letter to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies calling attention to the disabilities of the 


Service and suggesting remedies. It was resolved that the 
letter, after verbal amendments, to be approved by the 
Chairman, be addressed to the Colonial Office. 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE TREATMENT OF 
FOREIGNERS. 


A communication was received from the Board of Trade 
requesting the Council to supply for the purpose of a memo- 
randum to be drawn up by the Board, information with 
regard to the practice of Veterinary Medicine in this country 
by foreigners. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed to submit 
the following statement for this purpose :— 

X.—Practice of Veterinary Medicine and Surgery,— 
Provision is made by the Veterinary Surgeon Act, 
1881, for the registration in the Register of Veterinary 
Surgeons of holders of ‘* recognised ’’ foreign veterin- 
ary diplomas. This confers upon them the right to 
style themselves veterinary surgeons and to practise 
veterinary medicine and surgery in Great Britain and 
Ireland and to charge fees for their medical or surgical 
services. The Act provides (Sect. 13, 3), that a 
“recognised diploma is any diploma, licence, 
certificate or other document granted by any University, 
College, Corporation or other body in respect of veterin- 
ary surgery... . and recognised for the time being 
by the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons as furnishing a sufficient guarantee of the 
possession of the requisite knowledge and skill for the 
efficient practise of veterinary surgery, and as entitling 
the holder to practise veterinary surgery in the... . 
country where the diploma was granted.”’ 

Rach application for registration under this section 
must be accompanied by documentary evidence of the 
possession of a veterinary diploma licensing to practise 
together with complete information concerning the 
course of training and examinations for the diploma, 
and evidence as to its recognition in the country in 
which it was granted. The Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons does not grant formal 
recognition to any existing veterinary diploma as a 
matter of course, and recognition will be given only 
to diplomas which, in the opinion of the Council, 
satisfy for the time being the requirements set out 
above. 

An application was received from a Colonial Practitioner 
asking for registration under the provisions of Section 13 
of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881. 

It was resolved to recommend that the application be 
referred to the Examination Committee for their con- 
sideration. 

It was resolved that the Secretary be authorised to sub- 
scribe to Parliamentary Debates during the ensuing session. 

A letter was received from,the Dairy Shorthorn Associa- 
tion asking the opinion of the Council on the suggestion 
that Uniformity in Tuberculin Test Certificates is desirable 
and submitting a specimen form of certificate. The Secre- 
tary was instructed to reply that the Committee regret 
that they do not consider it practicable at the present 
moment to insist on the adoption of a uniform form of 
certificate. 

A letter from a German Veterinary Surgeon transmitted 
by the Ministry of Agriculture was considered, in which 
the question was asked whether there was scope in England 
for German Veterinary Surgeons and under what condi- 
tions. The Secretary was instructed to reply that in the 
opinion of the Council there was no demand for the services 
of German Veterinary Surgeons in this country. 

The recommendation of the Finance Committee at its 
meeting of October 4th, 1929, referring to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee the question of the provision of an 
increased income for the College, either by legislation or 
otherwise, was considered. It was resolved to recommend 
that the matter should be considered in the first instance 
by a Sub-Committee of the Finance*Committee. 

Colonel BrirtieBank : I beg to move the reception and 


adoption of that Report. 
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Mr. Carter: I beg to second. 

Mr. Spencer: Gentlemen, with regard to the Report 
of the Marking Sub-Committee, and especially with regard 
to the certificate at the end of that Report, may I ask you 
if it is proposed that this certificate should be used for 
the purposes of registration only, or is it suggested that 
this approved certificate should be used by veterinary 
surgeons in reporting on the result of their examinations 
of horses for soundness? 

The Presipent: 1 would ask Mr. Male to reply to that 
question. He knows more about it than I do, being the 
Chairman of the Markings Committee. 

Mr. Mare: I am afraid I did not catch the drift of the 


question. 


The Presipent: It is whether the form of certificate 
which was amended by the Committee will be used for the 
registration of horses or/and used by veterinary surgeons 
in giving a report on the examination of horses for 
soundness. 

Mr. Mare: Well, Sir, 1 think the intention of the Com- 
mittee, of which Mr. Trevor Spencer is a member, was 
that this was a suggested form of certificate which might 
be used for either purpose. 

Mr. Spencer: It is quite true that 1 am a member of 
that sub-committee, but as I was unfortunately prevented 
from attending the meeting yesterday, at which this Report 
was adopted, I ask your leave to raise a question with 
regard to this certificate, especially with regard to ovr 
Chairman's ruling that the certificate is to be used, as 
I understand him to say it is to be used, in connection with 
the examination for soundness. It is a form of certificate 
approved by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
I do not think that that certificate as it appears in this 
appendix was definitely approved in tts present form by 
the sub-committee, because I have studied it pretty 
thoroughly, and I cannot see that it can be made to certify 
anything. We have here the excellent diagrams of three 
horses, or parts of horses, which may be coloured in to 
represent certain markings. We also have a place for the 
animal’s name, colour, breed, sex, year of birth, and so 
on, but nothing is said with regard to anything else. If 
it is to be used as a practical certificate by members 
examining horses for soundness, I submit that some pro- 
vision should be made for stating what one certifies. 1 
am not criticising the Report; I simply want to Know 
if this is the certificate to be used by veterinary surgeons 
for examinations of horses for soundness, or if it is to be 
placed on the back of the certificate, and if the matter 
certified ought to be contained on the other side of the 
paper, because I suggest that if a certificate in this form 
were sent to the purchaser of an animal as a result of a 
veterinary examination he would return it to the sender 
and say he could not make head or tail of it as furnishing 
any particulars as to the soundness or otherwise of a horse 
which had been examined. I simply want to know; I 
am only asking for information. 

The Presmpent: I can say that that recommendation has 
no reference to the report on the soundness of an animal, 
but only of his identification. 

Mr. Spencer: Exactly, Sir. It is not a certificate by the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons? 

The Presipent : It is for identification. 


Mr. Spencer: For identification. If it is a certificate 
in relation merely to identification or registration, I have 
no criticism to offer. 

The PRrestpeNt: That is what it is. 

Mr. Spencer: But if it is a certificate to be used by 
veterinary surgeons after the examination of an animal 
for soundness, I think it is slightly wanting. 

The Presipent: Have you any proposal or amendment 
to make? 

Mr. Spencer : May I hear what the Chairman says about 
it? 

Mr. Mare: I think this is what Mr. Trevor Spencer 
means—I did not, I am afraid, quite understand him before 
—in the printing of it, two or three more lines might 
have been left here at the bottom to put any remarks that 
one had to make about the examination for soundness. 
This is only a suggested form. I think we did discuss that, 
and thought that two or three more lines should be left 
underneath for the addition of remarks. 

Dr. Suare-Jones: The information that is desired is, 
I take it, as to whether this certificate is to be an ordinary 
certificate in the case of every change of ownership of a 
horse when it is up for soundness. 

Mr. Spencer: If it is an approved certificate to be given 
in the case of an animal examined for soundness, because 
if so, in its present form it certifies nothing. That is all 
I wish to impress upon members of the Council. It does 
not say what you have been doing, except a few particulars 
of markings and date of birth, and so on. 

The Presipent: Have you no proposition to make? 

Mr. Spencer: The suggestion I should like to make is, 
if it is the fact that this is to be the approved certificate, 
if it is to be used for reports of examinations for soundness, 
that the certificate itself might conveniently be placed on 
the other side of the form of certificate, and that one’s 
remarks on the result of one’s examination might be placed 
on the other side, and a statement made to the effect 
that the particulars of the animal referred to, are to 
be found overleaf; or, failing that, that the examining 
veterinary surgeon should certify precisely what he is 
examining. 

Colonel Simpson: I should like to say— 

The Presipent: Do you second the proposition of Mr. 
Spencer ? 

Colonel Simpson: I do not. I agree with Mr. Spencer 
that the certificate as it stands here is not quite satisfactory 
for everyday use, but there was discussion by our Com- 
mittee that a few more lines should be left below; but 
certainly I think that a few lines above also should be put 
in to regularise the certificate and make it useful for all 
occasions. 

The PRrEsIDENT: Does anyone wish to second the pro- 
position of Mr. Spencer ? 

Colonel Stimpson: Mav I suggest that it would be more 
correct if this were described as simply a certificate o 
identity ? 

Mr. Spencer: Absolutely. If it is simply a certificate 
for purposes of identification, | have no criticism whatever. 

Sir Joun Moore: If this is to be a general registration 
certificate, why are the words R.C.V.S. put at the bottom 
of the page? 

The Secretary: To be preceded by F or M,” as 
the case may be. 
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Professor WooLDRIDGE: It looks as if it was the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The Presipent: No, it is to certify the identification 
marks. 

Mr. Mate: I must say that it is very much in the same 
form as most of the export certificates are (it is taken from 
them) which are used at the present day, and whilst you 
might add a little and put a few more lines, it is simply 
a suggested form of certificate, and I do not think there 
is anything very serious or important about it. 

The Presipent: After that discussion, I put it to you 
that the Report, with any little alterations that may be 
necessary, be received and adopted. Those in favour ?— 
That is carried. 

Professor Woo.pripce: Is it deeided that the word 
examination should be altered to identity '’? 

Mr. MALE: No. 

LIBRARY AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Livesey read the following Report of the Library 
and Publication Committee :— 

A meeting of the Library and Publication Committee 
was held at the College, on January 10th, 1930. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been printed 
and circulated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

Mr. J. C. Coleman was appointed Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee for the current year. 


Report of Special Sub-Committee.—The following report 
of the Special Sub-Committee held on December 11th, 
1929, was read and adopted. 


Mr. G. H. Livesey was appointed to the Chair. 

The Secretary read the reference as follows :— 

‘* Minutes of Council, October 4th, 1929, paragraph 

12 (iii) :— 

(a) That a Sub-Committee be appointed to consider 
and report on the general question of the 
maintenance of the Library and the provision 
of suitable assistance for the Librarian. 

(b) That the Sub-Committee consist of the Chairman, 
Professor F. T. G. Hobday, Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh, Major-General Sir John Moore, Dr. 
A. Leslie Sheather, Colonel G. K. Walker, Mr. 
J. Willett, and Lt.-Colonel T. Dunlop Young.”’ 


The Secretary reported that since the meeting in 
October the Chairman had arranged with Miss K. 
Sheather to give her voluntary services to the Library 
to continue the work of classification and indexing 
and that Miss Sheather had attended regularly since 
the middle of Ocober. It was resolved :— 

(a) That the thanks of the Council should be 
accorded to Miss Sheather for her valuable 
services. 

(b) That in view of the amount and quality of the 
service which the Library is capable of render- 
ing, it is essential that at least a part-time 
assistant to the Librarian should he employed, 
the Committee being of opinion that if such 
assistance could be secured for specified hours 
on each day of the week, it would be sufficient 
for the time being until further funds are 
available. 

(c) That if possible the services of Miss Sheather 
be secured as a part-time Librarian’s assistant, 
the times of attendance and salary to be 
decided at a later date. 

(d) That a telephone extension be provided for the 
Library. 

Income Tax.—-The Secretary reported that he had 
received a claim for Income Tax on the Investment Income 
of the Library, and that he was resisting the claim on 
behalf of the Council. 

It was resolved that the action of the Secretary be 
approved, 


It was resolved that Miss K. Sheather be appointed 
Honorary Assistant Librarian to attend on five half days 
per week at an honorarium of ten guineas per quarter. 

The Librarian submitted a list of presentations to the 
Library during the preceding quarter, and it was resolved 
that a vote of thanks be accorded to the various donors. 

The Librarian was authorised to purchase the following 
volumes :— 

‘** Introduction to the Study of Experimental Medicine.”’ 
(C. Bernard.) 12s. 6d. 

** Lectures on Conditioned Reflexes.’’ (Translated by 
Cault.) (Pavlov.) 18s. 

** Basal Metabolism in Health and Disease."’ (E. Du 
Bois.) 22s. 6d. 

Register, 1930.—Copies ef advertisements for insertion 
in the new edition of the Register were submitted, and 
the matter was referred to a Sub-Committee consisting 
of the Chairman and Dr. Sheather, with power to act. 

Mr. Livesey: I beg to move that the Report be received 
and adopted. 

Mr. Mate: I second. 

The motion was carried without discussion. 


PLACE OF THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


The Presipent: The next item on the agenda deals 
with the place of the next Annual Meeting, and I submit 
for your approval that the place of the next Annual Meet- 
ing be Dublin, ‘This is not an innovation. When my 
old chief, Professor Mettam, was President of this College, 
the Annual Meeting was also held there. I can say if it 
is held there it will have the support of members in the 
Irish Free State, and I am sure they would welcome our 
meeting being held there as an indication of our friendly 
feelings towards them. 

Colonel BrittLesank: I have very great pleasure in 
seconding that, and | hope it will meet with the unanimous 
support of this Council. 

The Prestpent: Is there any discussion? I put it to 
you that the place of the next Annual Meeting be Dublin. 

The Council concurred. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


The Presipent: The next item is the Annual Dinner. 
I do not know what your views are about that, but since 
it has been decided that the Annual Meeting will be held 
in Dublin, it could be arranged that over there a social 
function should be held after the meeting. I hope that 
that also will meet with your approval. 

I quite understand that during the present year there 
will be so many social functions on this side that it will 
be difficult for you to arrange for any additional ones, 
but I am sure that we can manage this function, I hope for 
the benefit of the College as well as m the interests of 
the profession on the other side. I trust that that also 
will meet with your approval. 

Dr. SHare-Jones: I beg to move that in place of our 
usual Annual Dinner we approve of your suggestion, and 
welcome it, that the Annual Dinner or some other social 
function be held over there. 

The Presipent: I put it to you that the Annual Dinner, 
or some such social function, be held in Dublin after the 
Annual Meeting. Those in favour?—That is carried un- 
animously. 


Motion spy SiR JOHN M’FaApyEAN. 


The Presipent: I will call upon Sir John M’Fadyean to 
propose the motion down in his name, 
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Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Mr. President and gentlemen, 
the resolution of which I have given notice consists of 
two parts. What might be described as the operative 
part of the resolution is “‘ that the Examination Committee 
be requested to consider the advisability and practicability 
of requiring students, before admission to the final examin- 
ation to produce evidence that they have satisfactorily 
attended the practice of a member of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons for a specified period during the 
preceding three years.’’ The intention was that that should 
be the immediately preceding three years. 

The Council has, in recent years, devoted—and quite 
rightly devoted—a great deal of attention to what might 
be called the theoretical instruction imparted to students, 
and they have not altogether overlooked the question of 
the possibility of improving their practical knowledge. I 
think I am right in saying that the question was con- 
sidered by the special committee appointed to go into 
the question of the curriculum, and that the possibility of 
imposing pupilage was mentioned, at any rate, but was 
immediately recognised to be impossible; and I had hoped 
that it would be quite understood from the manner in 
which this present resolution is worded that it was not 
intended that the Examination Committee should consider 
either the advisability or the practicability of imposing 
pupilage on students or intending students. My own 
opinion is that in the early days of the profession, pupilage 
did good, because even at that date the instruction imparted 
in the two Colleges, in London and Edinburgh, was not 
adequate, and, of course, the time was absolutely inade- 
quate, since it only extended to two years. What killed 
pupilage for intending veterinary students was, of course, 
the extension of the curriculum first to three years and 
then to four, because pupilage, as it was formerly con- 
ducted, involved a period of service with a_ veterinary 
surgeon often for two or even for three years, which 
was equivalent to extending the curriculum by the same 
period. It is therefore to be clearly understood that it 
was not my intention, in drafting this resolution, to raise 
the question of pupilage, and I think that will be obvious, 
because what is suggested is that if students are to see prac- 
tice with veterinary surgeons it must be in the middle of 
their period of attendance as students. Pupilage under that 
condition would, of course, be quite impossible. The great 
defect, as we all know, about the old pupilage system was 
that the instruction was afforded to the intending students 
at the wrong time. 

The Special Committee which has been making recom- 
mendations to the Council with regard to the curriculum 
has not altogether ignored the question of improving the 
practical instruction of students, but as far as I can see 
the only recommendation made, and that only in a skeleton 
outline of the different subjects that are to be divided 
between the five years, is that the students are to be 
compelled to attend for a longer period in the colleges; 
in short, it compels further attendance at clinical instruc- 
tion which will remain inadequate, because of the insuffi- 
cient representation of several of the important animals of 
the farm. 

I have deliberately abstained from entering into any 
particulars as to how students are, so to speak, to gain 
access to the great field of clinical instruction which 


veterinary practice provides. My suggestion is merely 
that the possibility should be explored, and its practic- 
ability at the same time. In that connection I do not 
forget that since pupilage practically became extinct, and 
since the introduction of the four years’ curriculum, the 
advantage derived from being able to attend the practice 
of a veterinary surgeon has been preserved to some extent, 
with the encouragement of the teachers in the different 
schools; that is to say, the period of the long vacation 
has sometimes, but not invariably, been spent with a 
veterinary surgeon, Well, my suggestion is that the 
Examination Committee should be asked to consider 
whether it is not possible in some way to extend that, not 
necessarily directly to impose it on veterinary students, 
but te encourage them, and, with the co-operation of 
members of the profession in practice, to help them. And 
this is where the extension of the curriculum by an addi- 
tional year comes in, I do not know whether members 
of Council have reflected that the total period in twelve 
months which the regulations of this College require at- 
tendance at a veterinary college is thirty weeks. Supposing 
we add two weeks for the periods of the examination, there 
are twenty weeks in every year when, so far as the regula- 
tions of this body are concerned, the student may be where 
he likes, and it follows from that that in a five-years’ 
curriculum there are somewhere, I think, about a hundred 
weeks in those five years—that is a period of two years, 
twenty or twenty-four months—when the student is not 
compelled to be anywhere. The resolution suggests—it is, 
of course, only a suggestion—that students should be en- 
couraged to spend as much as possible of what may be 
called their spare time in seeing practice, during the last 
three years of the curriculum, because I think very little 
benefit would follow from compelling the attendance of 
students while they are in their first or second year. 
That would really be open to the reproach that was made 
against pupilage. 

I am quite sure the members of this Council are fully 
alive to the very great importance of practical competence 
as well as competence in the non-practical subjects on the 
part of those who are admitted to the profession, and it 
seems to me that to vote against this resolution would be 
equivalent to expressing contentment with a state of affairs 
which we must all admit to be unsatisfactory, or of 
declaring, in a state of despair, that this defect in the 
education of veterinary students will never be remedied. 

I wish to emphasise the fact that voting for this resolu- 
tion will not interfere in any way with the complete free- 
dom of any member to adopt whatever attitude he may 
think best with regard to any recommendations that the 
Committee may make on the subject. He commits himself 
to no opinions with regard to that, but only, by voting, 
expresses his sympathy with the proposal. 

It is fortunate that we have on this Council members 
who can speak on behalf of the Colleges, and I appeal 
to them to support the resolution. I can think of no reason 
why they should oppose it, because the proposal, so far 
from placing any fresh duty on them as teachers, actually 
suggests that in the direction indicated their labours may 
be usefully supplemented. We have also, fortunately, 
many members of the Council who know all about general 
veterinary practice, and must be aware of what a great 
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and useful field it would be to veterinary education if we 
could have it available; and I therefore expect them to 
vote for the resolution also. 

It may be asked why I did not prefer to bring the matter 
directly before the Council. Well, my answer to that is, 
in the first place, that I think there are certain things to 
be said about clinical instruction which will be better said 
in committee than in council; and the second reason is 
that with the ordinary business of each Quarterly Meeting 
there would hardly be time during the course of an after- 
noon to give adequate discussion to it; but the matter 
will eventually, I hope, receive adequate discussion before 
the Council, but only after it has been thoroughly venti- 
lated in committee. 

Lastly, I want to ask whether it i$ permissible for me 
to amend the resolution to the extent of suggesting that 
the matter should be considered by a joint meeting of the 
Parliamentary and Examination Committees. This is not 
a resolution that alters any bye-law or regulation of the 
College, and I hope that the amendment may be allowed. 

The Presipentr: Yes, I think that will be in order, 

Sir Jonun M’Fapyean: Of course, though I did not savy 
so, if the resolution is carried it is understood that this 
Joint Committee will not only explore the question, but 
that it will also report to this Council. With that per- 
mitted amendment, Mr. President, I formally move the 
resolution. 

I ought to have said, sir, that I have not discussed this 
question with any member of the Council, and I have not 
taken the trouble to secure a seconder, 

Professor Hopspay: I should like to second this resolu- 
tion. It is one of the most important resolutions ever 
brought before this Council. It has been what we have 
been aiming at, but it has never been brought forward 
in the able manner in which Sir John has put it forward. 

Colonel Waker: I hope, gentlemen, that the resolution 
moved by Sir John M’Fadyean and seconded by Professor 
Hobday will receive the support of the profession generally ; 
but I wonder if Sir John M’Fadyean would consent to 
make a slight alteration in the proposition in order to 
enlarge the scope of reference to the Examination Com- 
mittee. What I have put down here is, would he consent 
to saying ‘‘ the advisability and practicability of requiring 
students before being granted their diplomas.’’ I say that, 
because it is the custom in some Continental colleges to 
allow students to see practice after they have passed their 
final examination but before being given their diplomas, 
and if this could be allowed to be discussed by the Examina- 
tion Committee I think that consideration might be of 
some service. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Yes, sir, 1 would readily assent 
to that alteration, 1 had not thought of it, but on the 
spur of the moment I think it is an advantage. 

Dr. SHare-Jones: That would imply, I take it, that 
they could sit for the examination and pass it, but that 
the diploma itself would be delayed. Let us be clear on that. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: It is to be understood that I 
assent to the proposal on the assumption that the Joint 
Committee may consider that. 

Colonel Waker: That is so. 


Sir Joun M’Fapyean : I wish to abstain from any expres- 
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sion of opinion about what I believe the best way of doing 
that. 

Dr. Suare-Jones: I raise the point because | think it 
would avoid a lot of unnecessary discussion on the Com- 
mittee if the terms of reference were clear now. Is _ it 
simply that the amendment proposed by Colonel Walker is 
that the candidate will be entitled to present himself for the 
examination and pass the examination, and that subse- 
quently he may meet the requirements made? 

Colonel Warkek: The answer is yes, sir. 

Dr. Smare-Jones: I thought that was how you viewed 
it, but I do not think it was so in Sir John’s mind. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: If that involves the grant of the 
diploma provided that the examiners are satisfied that the 
students are competent to engage in veterinary practice, 
I do not agree, 1 think we could not accept practice with 
veterinary surgeons for any period as evidence of com- 
petence. There would have to be an examination; but | 
suggest that we should not endeavour to ‘tie the hands 
of the Committee, 

Dr. Suare-Jones: All right. 

Professor Buxton: I am quite sure that the Committee 
would like to have the terms of reference very definite 
indeed; and in that connection | would ask exactly what 
significance it is proposed that we shall allot in future to 
the diploma. I thought it was registration that mattered ; 
so far as I know, the diploma does not matter. My point 
is that it is registration which matters, not the granting 
of the diploma. We should want that made very clear 
in the terms of the remit. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: | do not understand now. What 
do you suggest ? 

Professor Buxton: Is the candidate not to be registered 
until he has produced evidence of having done something, 
or is he not to have the diploma until he has produced 
evidence of having done something ? 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I do not pretend myself, though 
I have given thought to it, to have formed any clear idea 
as to how the thing might be worked out; but I certainly 
meant that the examination would be conducted just as 
at present, but that examiners might be able to exact a 
higher standard than they do at’ present if students had 
had this additional training in clinical matters, and 1 
would prefer, on second thoaghts, and I think it would be 
much better, not to amend it in the manner suggested 
by Colonel Walker. 

Colonel Wacker : I understood from Sir John M’Fadyean 
that he would be prepared to accept the amendment, which 
appears to me to be quite harmless. If is requiring stu- 
dents before being granted their diplomas to produce evi- 
dence. It only enlarges the scope of the reference to the 
Examination Committee, and does no more harm’ than 
that. 

Dr. Suare-Jones: I have no objection whatsoever to the 
introduction of that. I wanted to be clear in my own 
mind, as I think members of the Council are now clear, 
that there is a marked difference of opinion between Sir 
John M’Fadyean and Colonel Walker on the point, and 
that difference of opinion, I think, might go to the 
Committee. 

The Secretary: That might be solved by saying ‘* The 
advisability and practicability of requiring students before 
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admission to the Final examination, or, alternatively, before 
being granted their diplomas, to produce evidence.’’ You 
would then have both Sir John M’Fadyean’s idea and 
Colonel Walker’s. 

Sir Joun M’FApyean ;: In practice it seems to me it ought 
to work in the same way, but I did not want to agree to 
the suggestion that we should examine a student, perhaps 
find him in some respects defective in his practical know- 
ledge, and then agree that he has passed the examination 
and not give him his diploma until he has seen practice 
afterwards. I think that is a wrong principle. I think 
the moment the student has passed a sufficiently exacting 
examination he should be given his diploma. 

Colonel WaLKeR : It is the custom in certain Continental 
colleges to do that, and that is why I suggested it. 1 
might say that the members of the Council will surely have 
the opportunity of rejecting any recommendation of the 
Examination Committee on this point entirely. 

Mr. Mate: | think most of us will agree with Sir John’s 
resolution in principle, that the students should be given 
as much clinical instruction as possible; but I think it is 
rather a pity that we should specify the period during which 
the student should receive the instruction. Personally 1 
think it is just as important that he should receive instruc- 
tion in his first or second year as in the other years. 
Possibly, through illness or something of that sort, or from 
the fact that he could not find a veterinary surgeon to take 
him, he might not be able to see practice in his last two 
years, whereas he might in his first two; so 1 think it is 
rather a pity to limit that. Then there is the difference 
between veterinary surgeons’ practices. In some the stu- 
dent will see horses, in some he will see cattle, and in 
some, perhaps, he will see only dogs, and I think a little 
more is required than just to say that they should go to 
a veterinary surgeon. I think they should produce evi- 
dence that they have seen, as Dr. Whitehouse suggested, 
a certain number of parturition cases in the cow, in the 
mare, and certain other animals, and so on. I do not 
agree with limiting this resolution. This resolution rather 
limits the matter. I would rather put the whole question 
before the Examination Committee to discuss the best way 
of enabling students to obtain this clinical instruction which 
we all want. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Might 1 intervene here for a 
moment to point out that this is not proposed as a bye-law, 


and that the things which Mr. Male has suggested are: 


not shut out. Supposing it is referred to the Committee 
to consider, as is suggested here, if the Committee are 
of the opinion that it should be done as he suggests—as 
Mr. Male, I think, will be on the Committee—he can use 
his ability to persuade the Committee that it would be 
better to extend the students’ period of attendance with a 
veterinary surgeon in any way that he thinks best, and 
they can report to this Council that they do not agree 
with the hard and fast suggestion that it should be only 
during the last three years. Then they will report to the 
Council that they do not agree with it, and in the same 
way the question of the suitability of any member of the 
profession's practice for supplementing the defective instruc- 
tion of the veterinary colleges will be another thing that 
will have to be considered; and I think it is far better 
to leave the consideration to the Committee, if a Committee 


is to be appointed, and that it is useless to discuss them 
here if such a Committee is not to be appointed. 

Professor Woo._pripGe: May I suggest an alteration of 
the wording, which may be accepted by Sir John? I would 
ask for the omission of the last five words, after “‘ for a 
specified period,’’ I would not include the words ‘ during 
the preceding three years.’ When Sir John was pointing 
out his reasons for limiting it to those three years, he 
suggested that the first two years of the course were the 
least valuable to the student to see practice outside. Well, 
it is suggested by the Examination Committee in the new 
or suggested curriculum that there should be instruction in 
animal husbandry, Part 1, during the first two years of 
the course, and it seems to me that there is no better place 
for that to be put into practice than when there is instruc- 
tion on the matter in the college. There will be no better 
place than in general practice on the farm as a whole; 
so that the omission of the words ‘‘ during the preceding 
three years ’’ would leave it better open to be discussed, 
and could not be regarded as a remit to the Committee. 
{ would therefore suggest that. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I readily agree to the suggestion 
made by Professor Wooldridge, but not for the reasons 
he suggests, but because I want to leave the Joint Com- 
mittee the freest possible hand. I would not agree with 
the statement that the first year is better than the second, 
or the second better than the third. 

Professor Woo.tpripGE: I did not suggest that. I sug- 
gested that it was a highly desirable period. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: This is not going to prevent any 
extension by the colleges beyond the three years. How- 
ever, I agree. 

The Presipent: I think the resolution as amended is 
in the following terms: ‘* That in view of the fact that 
the Council have decided to extend the curriculum to five 
years, it be remitted to a joint meeting of the Parliamentary 
and Examination Committees to consider the advisability 
and practicability of requiring students before admission to 
the Final examination to produce evidence that they have 
satisfactorily attended the practice of a member of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.’’ I do not think 
any exception could be taken to that. 

Dr. Suare-Jones: For a specified period. 

Professor Buxron: I would like to ask one question. 
I do not see where the Parliamentary Committee comes in. 
We are quite in favour of this on the Examination Com- 
mittee, but we might strike trouble in the other. I cannot 
see where the Parliamentary Committee has any jurisdiction 
over the curriculum. 

The Presiwent: Perhaps I may reply to that, Sir John. 
1 understand that under the Acts and Charters of this 
college we cannot enforce instruction outside of the affiliated 
schools. Now, you can understand that. 

Professor Buxton: Oh, now I see it quite clearly, and 
1 am very heartily in favour of the whole proposition. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: On second thoughts I suggested 
that it should be a joint meeting of the two Committees, on 
the principle that two heads are better than one, and twenty 
are better than ten, and it did not seem to me that there 
could be any objection to increasing the number of people 
who were asked to report. 

Dr. SueatHer: Sir John has pointed out that with the 
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increase of the course to five years there will be approxi- 
mately two years of, so to speak, spare time. I agree with 
Sir John’s view entirely, but I would like to suggest the 
possibility of a better practical man being turned out 
eventually if the early part of his spare time is spent with 
farmers and not with veterinary surgeons. He would see 
the other end of the stick, and would see the animals in 
health before he started to receive instruction on animal 
disease, and he would also see things from the farmer's 
point of view first, and from the veterinary surgeon’s point 
of view afterwards, and would handle his client better. 

Colonel WaLker: Was my little amendment accepted, 
about “‘ before being granted their diplomas? ”’ 

Dr. SuHare-Jones: That is to be considered, certainly. 

Colonel WaLkeR: Major Hobday seconded the amend- 
ment. 

The Presiwent: ‘* That it be remitted to a Joint Com- 
mittee of the Parliamentary and Examination Committees 
to consider the advisability and practicability of requiring 
students before admission to the Final examination to 
produce evidence that they have satisfactorily attended the 
practice of a member of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons for a specified period.”’ 

Dr. Suare-Jones: That means that Colonel Walker's 
amendment is not accepted. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean : No, | am very sorry, but I was too 
hurried ; I did not recognise the implications of the change. 

Mr. Gatcer: May I be clear? It is a joint meeting of 
the two Committees, it is not a Joint Committee? 

The Presipent: It is a Joint Committee of the two 
Committees. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Not to be considered separately. 

The Presipent: Colonel Walker, do you wish to insist 
upon your amendment ? 

Colonel Watker: I have not got a seconder. I was 
just discussing it with Colonel Simpson, and trying to 
persuade him to second it. 

Dr. SuHare-Jones: I do not see any reason why Colonel 
Walker’s amendment should not be seconded, and that 
matter go before the Committee for discussion. I thought 
that was your view also, Sir John. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I have no objection. 

Mr. CLarKson: Would it not be an anomalous thing 
to say that a man was fit to practice the science and art 
of veterinary surgery, and then send him out to learn 
his job? 

Dr. Snare-Jones: I am not expressing any opinion at 
all, but we can discuss it in the Committee. I thinks, 
having regard to the attitude of Colonel Walker, we are 
bound to do it. 

Professor Buxton: Are we to discuss ways and means 
of giving effect to the principles enunciated by Sir John 
M’Fadyean to-day: are we to do it at the meeting of the 
Examination and Parliamentary Committees ? 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I beg to appeal to Colonel Walker 
not to tie the hands of the Committee in any way. He 
will have an opportunity to influence any report that the 
Joint Committee may feel inclined to make. 

Colonel Wacker: I was under the impression that I was 
untying the hands of the Examination Committee by giving 
them a larger scope of reference. 

Dr. SHarE-JoNEs: So you are. If it goes through as 


it is, with those words, then it is quite impossible for 
Colonel Walker to raise the point in Committee. 

The Presipent: | will put the amendment to you first. 

The Secretary: The amendment is: After the words 
** Final examination,’’ in the fourth from last line, there 
be inserted the words, “ or, alternatively, before being 
granted their diplomas.’’ It would then read: “ That it 
be remitted to the Examination amd Parliamentary Com- 
mittees in joint meeting to consider the advisability and 
practicability of requiring students before admission to the 
‘* Final examination,’’ in the fourth from last line, there 
their diplomas, to produce evidence that they have satis- 
factorily attended the practice of a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons for a specified period.”’ 

The Presipent: I will put it to you. I want a show of 
hands—that this amendment be adopted. 

The Secretary: The amendment is to introduce the 
words ‘‘ or, alternatively, before being granted their 
diplomas,’’ after the word ‘* examination "’ in the fourth 
from last line. 

Mr. Coteman: Has the amendment been discussed? 

The PResipent : Oh, yes. 

Mr. CoLeman: Well, I did not understand it was being 
discussed. I wanted to say something. 

Dr. Suare-Jones: I would like to speak to the amend- 
ment which I have seconded. I am not committing myself 
in seconding that amendment to adopting the principle 
involved in those four words, when we come to discuss 
it in Committee. I am simply continuing the attitude 
adopted by Sir John at the outset of this problem, that 
he will take no step whatever that would tie the hands 
of the Committee in any shape or form. Now, if this 
amendment is not passed, then the view to which expres- 
sion was given by Colonel Walker at the outset of the 
discussion is absolutely prohibited from discussion in the 
Committee. I only want not to tie our hands if Colonel 
Walker desires to bring it forward in the Committee. 

Mr. Coreman: After Dr. Share-Jones’s remarks, I do 
not know that it is only on those grounds that it is going 
to the Committee. I might say, now that I have stood 
up, that I thought it was rather doing away with the object 
of this resolution, namely, that the students during their 
clinical education should also obtain practical training, 
which they would get gradually, and which would be of 
much more service to them. Further, I think it is an 
injustice to the student if he did not do his practical part 
until he had passed his examination; in other words, he 
would not have his diploma until he had done this period 
of practical work. For myself I am absolutely in favour 
of Sir John’s resolution as it stands. . 

The Presipent : I will put the amendment to you. Those 
in favour? I want a show of hands, please. : 

(On a show of hands, the amendment was lost by 14 
votes to 7.) 

1 will now put the resolution to you as amended in Sir 
John’s name. I do not think I need read it over again. 
Severat MempBers: Read it again, if you please, Sir. 

The Secretary: ‘* That it be remitted to the Examination 
and Parliamentary Committees in joint meeting to consider 
the advisability and practicability of requiring students 
before admission to the Final examination to produce evi- 
dence that they have satisfactorily attended the practice of 
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a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
for a specified period.” 

The Presipent: Those in favour? The resolution is 
carried by a show of hands. 

The Council then resolved itself into Committee for the 
consideration of an application for registration from a 
graduate in veterinary science of the University of South 
Africa. 

On resuming its public session :— 

The Secretary said | have to report that in Committee 
it was resolved that the application of Mr. J. D. W. A. 
Coles, B.v.sc., for registration under the provisions of 
$.13 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, cannot be 
granted for the reason that the diploma held by the 
applicant is not “* a veterinary diploma recognised for the 
time being by the Council.” 

The Presipent: 1 will now put the resolution to you 
again, for confirmation. Those in favour? That is carried 
unanimously. 

Norices oF Morion. 


Professor Buxton gave notice that at the next quarterly 
meeting he would move :— 


ALTERATIONS TO BYELAWS. 
(a) Byelaw 110.—To alter Byelaw 110 by the omission 
of the word ‘f must ”? in line 2 and the insertion in lieu 


thereof of the word *f may ”’ and by the omission of all 


words after “ school’? in line 3; by the omission of the 


word ‘* must ’’ in line 4 and the insertion in lieu thereof 
of the word “‘ may,’’ and the omission of all words after 
** school "’ in line 6 down to Milk Inspection, ete. 

(b) Byelaw 118.—To omit figures £5 5s. and to insert 
in lieu thereof the figures £13 13s. 

The Presipent: Gentlemen, that finishes the business of 
the Quarterly Meeting. 


VETERINARY INSPECTION IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


The report presented by the Diseases of Animals Sub- 
Committee to the last meeting of the Gloucestershire Agri- 
cultural Committee stated that under the ‘Tuberculosis 
Orders, 1925, the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 
1915, and the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, the total 
number of cattle examined during the second general 
inspection for the year 1928-29 was 42,126, and during 
the first general inspection for the year 1929-30 was 45,902. 
There had been a continuous decrease in the nurtber of 
animals found to be diseased, The Sub-Committee have 
decided that the inspection shall be continued during the 
year 1930-31 upon the same terms as at present, subject 
to the Veterinary Inspectors so agreeing. 

The Sub-Committee had considered the steps which should 
be taken to ensure, as far as possible, the production of 
clean milk in the county, which they regarded as a matter 
of great importance to the health of the community. They 
had called the attention of the Sanitary Authorities to the 
necessity of taking adequate measures to ensure the pro- 
duction of clean milk, and had invited their co-operation 
with the County Medical Officer of Health in investigating 
and bringing to light cases of dirty milk. The Sub- 
Committee had had before them reports of the County 
Medical Officer of .Health upon examinations which had 
been made by other authorities of milk consigned from 
this county, and on bacteriological examinations of samples 
of milk which had been taken in the county. They had 
authorised the County Medical Officer of Health to expend 
a further sum, not exceeding £50 (in addition to the £50 
already sanctioned), on the analysis of samples of milk. 


Clinical Report. 
‘* Broken Back.”’ 


By E. Braytey REYNOLDS, 0.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., Newmarket. 


Apropos the interesting and instructive remarks upon 
Broken Back made by Professor Macqueen at the meeting 
of the Midland Counties Division at Birmingham on 
November 14th last, and which appeared in the December 
28th issue of the Veterinary Record, the accompanying 
photograph and notes may be not without interest. 

Professor Macqueen, in the course of his remarks, 
said :— 

“* Here is was possible that a spinal joint, or more than 
one, had been wrenched or momentarily lacerated, caus- 
ing extravasation with pressure on the cord.” 


The subject of this note, a seven-year-old artillery mare, 
admitted to hospital in France in 1917, was, after under- 
going the usual Mallein Test, cast for destruction as 
being unfit for further service. 


| 


The appearance of the animal was exactly as seen in 
‘tthe photograph. Owing to the angle of the foot of the 
building against which the mare is seen to be standing, 
and also that of the rope seen in the lower part of the 
photograph, the impression is unfortunately given that 
the forepart of the animal was nearer the camera, thus 
exaggerating the deformed appearance of the hind quar- 
ters. This was not the case: the animal was standing 
quite square-on to the camera; and a close inspection of 
the legs and feet will show this. 

The mare was able to get up and down, showing no 
particular difficulty in doing so; and it gave quite a fair 
show in hand, both walking and trotting. It would not 
have been correct to have described the action of the 
hind limbs, in either pace, as showing any inco-ordination 
or want of control. Possibly a more correct description 
would have been to say that the limbs showed a delayed 
action. 

Close observation seemed to reveal the primary im- 
pulse starting in the muscles, as demonstrated by a general 
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tightening up of them, followed by a perceptible, although 
only momentary, pause before there was any movement 
of the limb. When once movement had started, the flexion, 
advancement and extension of the limb took place evenly 
and normally. The action of each hind limb was exactly 
similar. 

Post-mortem examination disclosed rupture of the in- 
tervertebral fibro-cartilage between the bodies of the last 
lumbar vertebra and the first segment of the sacrum. There 
was no fracturing of any part of these bones. The bodies 
of these bones were separated at their extreme lower part 
for approximately one and a half inches, and the inter- 
vening space was filled with a yellowish fibro-gelatinous 
material, probably the remains of a blood clot, which also 
extended under the body of each bone and of the one next 
adjacent to it, and for about the same distance laterally ; 
the whole of this sub-vertebral mass was limited by —a 
layer of inflammatory connective tissue of variable thick- 
ness. There was no appreciable extravasation into the 
spinal canal. 

Enquiry back to the unit from which the animal had 
been evacuated by road and rail to hospital, in order to 
ascertain whether there was any history of definite in- 
jury, elicitated the following reply :— 

“There was no definite history of the mare having 
been cast, although in the evening she was quite all right 
and in the morning showed these peculiar symptoms. Theré 
was no evidence of her struggling on the lines in the night; 
nor is there any history of her having slipped up whilst 
at work. She came up as a remount last winter and proved 
herself a good worker although somewhat given to kicking.” 

It is highly probable that the last remark may have 
supplied the key to the cause of the injury. 

It would appear [rm this case that, whereas slight 
laceration of a spinal joint) accompanied by extravasation 
causing pressure on the cord may, as stated by Professor 
Macqueen, give rise to so serious a condition as to necessi- 
tate destruction, a more severe and extensive laceration 
unaccompanied by extravasation jinto the spinal canal 
may not be followed by such serious symptoms. 

It is conceivable that the animal referred to above might 
have made some sort of recovery. There would at first 
have been an increase in the amount of the inflammatory 
connective tissue, followed later by contraction of it, and 
it might have been of sufficient compensating strength 
to have supported effectively the vertebral column in the 
injured area. 

The writer calls to mind, and it is likely that others do 
also, having occasionally seen an animal showing a ten- 
dency to the unnatural conformation shown in the photo 
graph—flattening of the loin and croup, even a slight 
dipping at their junction, and an apparent marked !ength- 
ening of the back, which is not a real lengthening of the 
back but of the distance of ground over which the animal 
stands. 

This appearance is in marked contrast to the flat croup 
and high set on tail seen in some strains, which always 
appear natural and which are not accompanied by this 
appearance of disproportionate length. He readily re- 
collects the case of a hunter several seasons ago, 
which, although a well-known good performer in the field, 


- showed this conformation and which trotted very sluggishly 


in hand with a floppy hind action. This animal fell in 


the hunting field shortly after changing hands. The fall 
did not appear to be a bad one, and no immediate symp- 
toms of injury were shown. On returning to its stable, how- 
ever, the animal showed definite signs of injury ; there was 
marked reluctance to lie down, and when down there was 
difficulty in rising and there were definite signs of want of 
control of the movements ‘of the hind limbs, symptoms of 
which continued for some weeks. It is possible that the 
whole of the injury responsible for the symptoms occurred at 
the time of the last fall, but it is probable that there had 
been some previous injury. The writer thinks that an 
animal showing this unnatural conformation, whatever 
may he its character for the time being, should be looked 
upon with suspicion. 


From The Weterinarian, 


DeEcEMBER, 1829. 


Extracts from Journals, Foreign and 
Domestic. 


INJECTION OF PuUTRID MATTER INTO THE VEINS. 
By H. Hamonr, v.s. 


(Continued from page 79.) 

From this one experiment, followed up by several others 
which were instituted for the sake of ascertaining the most 
salutary mode of treatment in such similar cases, M. 
Hamont observes, that these effects are manifested by all 
organs; but that the lungs, the heart, and sometimes the 
large vessels, are those which have manifested them the mest. 
The digestive tube has, in the greater number of instances, 
merely exhibited its villosities blackened, its glands tumefied ; 
but rarely evident traces of phlegmasia. This discoloration 
of the villi is well worthy the attention of pathologists. It 
is only seen in typhoid and putrid affections ; also, we have 
observed it numerous times this last year in horses who 
have died of the fatal epizootic which raged in the environs 
of Paris. 

The peculiar condition of the blood, most commonly that 
of liquidity; the flaccidity of the general muscular tissue, 
the bloody effusions (petechi@) in different parts of the body, 
are all alterations met with in animals who die of carbun- 
culous or other typhoitl affections ; a resemblance we ought 
not to feel surprised at, when we know that the causes 
assigned by authors for typhus are, generally, stagnant 
water, bad forage, and insqjubrious localities,—in which 
air, charged with deleterious emanations, enters the blood 
through the medium of respiration (as M. Miguel has told 
us), changing the nature of that fluid, and reaching through 
its medium to the brain, the heart, etc., producing therein 
more or less mischief. ' 

Whatever may be the mode of action of these agents, 
our experiments on their treatment go to show that pur- 
gatives administered early constantly aggravate the malady, 
and seem to accelerate death. On the other hand, general 
bloodletting, at this time, has furnished us with quite the 
contrary results. 

If, we consult authors on the treatment of typhus in 
quadrupeds, we find that Vicg-D’Azir had had reason to 
praise general bloodletting ; though he judiciously observes 
that if not had recourse to early, it will do harm. Brugnone, 
in a carbunculous affection which he had to treat, observed, 
that purges never did any good. M. Guersent, in his ‘*Essay 


on Epizooties,’’ informs us, that good practitioners feel 


convinced that purgatives are prejudicial at any stage of 
the disorder ; and believe there is much anology between 
the carbunculous typhus of cattle and the adynamic or putrid 
malignant fever of (human) hospitals. 


— 
t. 
1 
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Divisional Reports. 


Scottish Metropolitan Division, 
N.V.M.A.* 


A Meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan Division, 
N.V.M.A., was held on Saturday, June 22nd, 1929, in 
Blairgowrie, under the Presidency of Mr. William Nairn. 

The Morning Session took the form of a Clinical Demon- 
stration on ‘* grass disease,”” by Mr. Nairn and the mem- 
bers of the Animal Diseases Research Association. Three 
living horses were shown in the acute and sub-acute stages, 
and a post-mortem was conducted upon another which had 


died the night before. Some pathological specimens from - 


other cases were also shown. Mr. Nairn gave a short 
résumé of the history of the disease in Scotland. He 
showed to the members present the chief clinical symptoms 
which characterise ‘* grass disease,’ and pointed out the 
clinical differences between the three types of the disease. 

Lunch was held in the Queen’s Hotel and the Afternoon 
Session took place in the same building. The following 
gentlemen signed the Attendance Book : Professor J. Russell 
Greig, Messrs. H. F. Downie, E. Brown, A. Linton 
Robertson, W. P. Blount, P. Fisher, H. M. Wilson, G. 
Williamson, J. Anderson, A. W. Spreull, H. F. McVean, 
Professors Linton and Mitchell, Messrs. J. Brown, D. 
Cumming, J. A. Edgar and A. Brownlie. Others omitted 
to sign. 

Visitors were Messrs. L. W. McLaren, T. H. R. Irwin, 
Dr. H. Dryerre, Messrs. W. D. MacCrae, J. Reid, H. C. 
Watson and O. Stinson. 

Apologies for absence were read from Dr O. Charnock 
Bradley, Major A. Baird, Mr. J. McAllan, Mr. John Brown 
(Invergordon), and Mr. A. Gofton. 

The PREsIDENT, in a_ short speech, welcomed the 
members to Blairgowrie. He believed that was the first 
time that a meeting of the Division had taken place at 
Blairgowrie and he hoped that it would not be the last. 
He did not wish to take up an undue amount of time, 
but would call upon Professor Mitchell, who, he was sure, 
did not require any introduction, to, give his address. 

Following Professor Mitchell’s paper, the President 
briefly introduced Mr. H. C. Watson, who read a paper 
on Post-Parturient Dyspepsia. 

[Both papers, together with the discussions upon /them 
which ensued, are reproduced earlier in this issue of the 
Record.—Ep. | 

Mr. NaiRN expressed the view that they had had a good 
meeting, and would have to return to Blairgowrie. They 
had been favoured with two good papers, and each had 
been well discussed. He would ask the members to accord 
a very hearty vote of thanks to the essayists, and to Mr. 
Stinson, who had come all the way from Appleby, for 
demonstrating Rothera’s test. This was accorded in a 
hearty manner. 

Mr. JaMes ANDERSON proposed hearty congratulations to 
Mr. Nairn for the success of the meeting in his home town 
of Blairgowrie, and a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Nairn 
himself for the excellent way in which he had conducted 
the meeting. This concluded the business, and the members 


% Received on January Ist, 1930. 


subsequently partook of an informal tea, on the invitation 
of Mr, Nairn. 
W. M. C. Mutter, Hon, Secretary. 


North of England Division, N.V.M.A.* 
OFFICERS ELECTED AT NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE MEETING. 


A meeting of this Division was held at Armstrong 
College, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 7th December, 1929, when 
the President, Mr. T. M. Mitchell, occupied the Chair, and 
the attendance book was signed by the following :— 

Messrs. Stewart, Snaith, Wilkinson, J. W. Rider, 
Davidson, H. S. Elphick, H. Peele, Taylor, Forbes, Black- 
burn, and J. R. Rider, Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors: Professor Heigham, Messrs. W. C. Miller, 
H. C. Pawson, Dr. R. W. Wheldon, Messrs, L. Morrison, 
H. C. Lightfoot, N. E. Perkins, and H. L. Hobson. 

Apologies for absence were received from Professor 
Hobday, Messrs. Croudace, J. D. Peele, Hicks, Hill, 
Doughty and Allen, 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been pub- 
lished, were taken as read and confirmed. 
Correspondence.—(1) From the XIth International Veteri- 
nary Congress, inviting the appointment of delegates. 

(2) From the Northumberland Agricultural Society, in- 
viting the Division to subscribe to the proposed centre for 
research into certain diseases of sheep. 

These letters had been considered by the Council, which 
recommended :— 

(1) That as many members of the Division would be 
attending the International Congress as representatives of 
public bodies, it was unnecessary for the Division to appoint 
its own special delegates. 

(2) That a donation of two guineas be sent to the 
Northumberland Agricultural Society. 

These recommendations were approved on the proposal 
of Mr. Prete, seconded by Mr. Snaitu. 

Elections.—Messrs. J. D. Peele, Durham and H. B. 
Allen (Sunderland), were elected to membership of the 
Division on the proposal of Mr. Snaitu, seconded by Mr. 
STEWART. 

Nominations.—The following were nominated for mem- 
bership: Messrs. N. E. Perkins, E. R. Callender, G. 
Durrant, and H. Lightfoot. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The Council had considered this matter and recommended 
as follows :— 

President: Mr. J. H. Taylor. 

Senior Vice-President : Mr. T. M. Mitchell. 

Junior Vice-President: Mr. W. H. Blackburn. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. J. R. Rider. 

Hon. Auditors: Messrs. H. S. Elphick and H. Hicks. 

These elections were made on the proposal of Mr. SNaITH, 
seconded by Mr. Forsgs. 

The two senior members of Council, Messrs. H. Peele 
and T. Wilkinson retired according to rule, and, after 
a ballot, the following were declared elected as Members 
of Council for the succeeding twelve months: Messrs. 
J. W. Rider, H. S. Elphick, C. G. Hill, W. L. Stewart 
and P. Snaith. 

* Received on December 31st, 1929. 
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The President then called upon Mr. Miller to read his 
paper “ Recent Developments in Animal Breeding.” 
[This paper, and the ensuing discussion, were reproduced 


in last week’s issue of the Record.—Eb. | 
A hearty vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Miller for 


his interesting and instructive paper, and for the able 
‘reply to the discussion. 
A similar tribute to the President terminated the 


proceedings. J. R. River, Hon. Secretary. 


Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns, 


Diary of Events. 


Feb. Ist—Meeting of the Scottish Branch, 
N.V.M.A., at Perth. © 

Feb. 3rd—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A., 4.30 p.m., at 10, Gray’s 
Inn Square, W.C.1. 

Feb. 6th—Meeting of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., at 10 Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1. 

Feb. 7th—Annual Meeting of the Royal Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Reading. 

Feb. 13th—Meeting of the Midland Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Birmingham. 


Royat Sanitary INSTITUTE COURSES. 


The Spring Session of training courses of Examinations 
for Meat and Food Inspectors and Associateship (Food 
Hygiene), will commence on Friday, February 21st. 
Syllabuses of the lectures, and of the Examinations, con- 
taining full particulars are obtainable from the Secretary 
of the Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, London, 
S.W.1. 

PERSONAL. 

Birth—On January 24th, 1930, at Southtown, Great 
Yarmouth, Mr. and Mrs. W. Shipley, the birth of a son 
(William). 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later thin by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 


All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents. 


The New “Record.” 


To tHe Epitor oF THE VETERINARY REcORD.”’ 


Sir,—In enclosing my subscription to the National 
Veterinary Association for the coming year, I should like to 
congratulate you on the altered style of the cover and other 
arrangements, which you have recently made for the 
Veterinary Record. 1 have heard many favourable com- 
ments about them, and I personally consider that they 
are great improvements. 

Yours faithfully, 
Royal Veterinary College, FrReDericK 
Camden Town, 
N.W.1. 
January 25th, 1930. 


Psittacosis. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 
Sir,—I am sure the readers of the Veterinary Record 
feel grateful to Mr. R. H. Smythe for recording his per- 


sonal experience of an outbreak of a disease in birds and 
monkeys which he alleges not only he, but his wife and 
locum tenens contracted. But he has given us no proof that 
is was psittacosis and that the human beings who fell ill 
soon after contracted it from the birds or monkeys. Asser- 
tion is one thing, but proof is another. 

Most authorities who have investigated the malady since 
1895 have attributed it to a special bacillus—the bacillus 
of Nocard, one of the Salmonella group, but others have 
found this same micro-organism in healthy parrots and 
still others have not discovered that bacillus in people 
alleged to have died from this parrot disease. 

As far back as 1906, Stuzzi recorded the result of his 
investigations in La Clinica Veterinaria and came to the 
conclusion that the parrot plague was due to a filtrable 
vorus similar to, if not identical with, that of avian plague, 
of which there were several outbreaks among various 
species of wild, semi-domesticated birds, as well as among 
pheasants and poultry. 

I have had some experience of the parrot disease during 
the past forty years and almost daily am making post- 
mortem examinations of birds dead of it. During the past 
autumn and the present winter months I have encountered 
several parrots, that have led isolated lives for several 
years and could not have come in contact with infected 
birds in that period, that have died within 24 to 48 hours 
of a complaint that could not be distinguished clinically or 
by post-mortem examination from parrot plague. 

I myself have kept various species of parrots and I know 
of numerous people who have large avaries of them as 
well as breed them, and have been in contact with the 
large importers and distributors of them and have never 
as yet encountered anybody who has contracted disease from 
them. The many medical men who have and do now keep 
these birds are, so far as I am aware, absolutely silent 
as to the danger that people who are in constant contact 
with them run. I pointed this out in my article on Psitta- 
cosis in Vol. 1 of Hoare’s System oy Veterinary Medicine, 
which appeared in 1912. 

Many medical men who have investigated an epidemical 
or influenza-like pneumonia in man alleged to have been 
contracted from parrots have declared that it is net due 
to parrots as they have encountered similar house epidemics 
of it where parrots could play no part in its causation, and 
therefore they have been forced to the conclusion that when 
it does occur where a diseased parrot is in the house, it is 
merely a coincidence. During my career many outbreaks 
of disease in man have been alleged to have been contracted 
from animals suffering from an apparently similar disease. 
Fowl and cat diphtherias, canine and feline distempers, 
equine influenza and strangles, and foot-and-mouth disease 
are some examples, but on critical investigation such allega- 
tions have not had any foundation in fact. 

Some may remember the outbreaks of scarlet fever, 
typhoid and diphtheria attributed to dairy cattle, to which 
they are not subject. On the other hand, bovine and other 
animal tuberculoses, which are without a doubt a_ real 
danger to man, do not seem to incite much serious atten- 
tion amongst the community. 

Personally, [| am of opinion that the danger of parrot 
plague to human health has to be proved and until then 
the question must remain sub-judice. Veterinarians, how- 
ever, can do much to clear up the mystery, by recording 
evidence, as Mr. Smythe has done, of their experience. 
Moreover, it is as much a subject for them to enquire into 
as it is for the medical men. 

Yours faithfully, Henry Gray. 


The Problem of Vocational Training 
and Status. 


To tHE EpITroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Upwards of a year ago Colonel Walker focussed 
attention on the defect in the clinical side of the existing 
scheme of veterinary education. If anything could enhance 
the merit of this service to the profession it is the further 
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contribution of originality and value he has recently made 
to the subject. ' 

With a due sense, therefore, of appreciation of the 
valuable contribution he has made, it may be permissible 
to observe (1) the; tendency of his plea to view the educa- 
tional problem, not so much from the angle of general 
practice as from that of State and Municipal service ; 
(2) the undue influence, not to say exaggerated importance 
Colonel Walker would appear to attach to University 
contact, as a means of acquiring academic distinction and 
a higher level, therefore, of pfofessional status. 

That our veterinary colleges should, from the point of 
view of State and Municipal service, bear the hall-mark of 
academic distinction is admittedly an. important enough 
matter, but, from the point of view of general practice, a 
matter of superior importance and of far superior urgency 
is, that vecational training should bear the impression of a 
higher efficiency. Therefore, to. superimpose academic 
distinction on the foundation of clinical training ad- 
mittedly defective is really not to open for the. practitioner 
the way of approach to a higher level of s:atus. 

To the general practitioner the level of status is ever 
determined by that of his professional competence. —In- 
valuabie assets character and personality are, of course; but 
the point is that neither academic distinction nor anything 
else will suffice to offset the disadvantage, incompetence if 
you like, that is the inheritance of an incomplete vocational 
training. The rough rule of obvious success or obvious 
failure is in practice the measure of the claim admissible 
in respect either of competence or status. 

But, the foregoing consideration apart, it may well 
be doubted whether, in any case, such academic distinc- 
‘tion, as mere contac! with the University is supposed to 
afford, would be impressive enough to justify the pretension, 
for a changed world that has taken for its watch- 
word specialisation and efficiency.” 

But whether justifiable or not, any supposable distinction 
is not an end in itself, nor even a means to the main 
end—that of helping the graduate to the attainment of a 
higher level of professional etiiciency and a higher status 
accordingly. 

To impress academic distinction into the service of a 
higher professional status while a higher level of pro- 
fessional efficiency has yet to be attained, is but to pursue 
the shadow, not the substance; to embarrass rather than 


mitigate the practical difficulties incidental to the admitted 
defects of vocational training. 

Academic distinction, indeed, has value which there is, 
| am sure, no pretension here to under-rate. Who of us, that 
is at all conscious of his limitations, but could wish the 
intellectual expansion, the wider mental vision, the larger 
command over address and expression that a systemic 
study of the ‘‘ classicak tradition of the lettered world ”’ is 
calculated to give? To the profession, let us hope, this 
attainment is not destined much longer to be merely the 
goal of an -unrealised ambition. Meanwhile, to say the 
least, it is not expedient—perhaps on prudential grounds, 
not altogether desirable—that we should hasten to hold 
up the profession to the light that is blazing in Utopia. 
Anyhow, and at the moment, a matter of more practical 
import and far more pressing urgency is, how to turn out 
graduates able to shape a reasonably sound opinion and— 
what is sometimes even more difficult—a reasonably sound 
judgment on some of the problems occurring in every- 
day practice; in a word, how to train the graduate’s 
capacity to the level of his responsibility is the crux of the 
educational difficulty. 

To this training, clinical experience, carefully observed 
and rationally interpreted, is fundamental. But such train- 
ing it is beyond the possibility of colleges to impart, and 
for the obvious reason that they have not and, indeed, 
cannot hope to have, the necessary opportunity and facili- 
ties for clinical study. To think of this is to be brought 
face to face with the very real difficulty of the situation. 
None-the-less, the difficulty must be overcome, for it 
presents a problem on which hinges the future of the 
veterinary profession and for which, therefore, the profes- 
sion has, in its own interest, as well as in the public 
interest, to devise a working answer. 

Yours faithfully, LawRENcE McLaren, M.R.C.V.S. 

January 16th, 1930. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 

Report of a meeting of the V.M.A. of Ireland, from 
Professor J. J. O’Connor, Hon, Secretary. 

Communications from Mr. W, A. Campbell (Borough- 
bridge), Major E. S. W. Peatt (Quetta), Mr. T. F. Prime 
(Upper Norwood), Mr. E. G. Robertson (Strathaven) and 
Major R. F. Wall (London). 


Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1927. 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. and-Mouth (including Parasitic Sheep Swine 
Disease. Farcy).§t Mange.§ Scab. Fever. 
Animals Out- | 
slaugh- breaks 
Out- Out- | tered as} Out- reported Out- Out- Swine 
Period. breaks | Animals] breaks | diseased] breaks | Animals] by the Animals] breaks | breaks | slaugh- 
con- |attacked] con- or ex- con- j|attackedj Local attacked} con- con- tered, 
firmed. firmed. | posed to] firmed. | Authori- firmed. | firmed. 
infection] ties. 
No. No, No. No. No. No. No. | No. No. No. No. 
Period 1 to 15 | 
Jan., 1930... 21 22 — — — — 21 | 27 66* 91 30 
Corresponding 
period in— | 
1929... 20 22 — — 16 34 91 46 15 
1928... 22 24 35 2,541 34 65 59 31 
1927s... 22 42 5 565 — 26 71 39 12 


Notre.—The figures for the current year are approximate only. 


* Includes 8 outbreaks confirmed in 1929 but not notified to Ministry until 1930. 
+ Including outbreaks in recently imported animals, 


§ Excluding outbreaks in Army Horses. 


